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STATE OF NEW YORK

6879

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 8, 2023

Introduced by M of A SHRESTHA -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Governmental Qperations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to requiring state agen-
cies to publish certain information in local, comunity and ethnic
nmedi a

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "local
community and ethnic nmedia conmitnent act".

8§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature hereby finds and
declares New York is one of the nost diverse states in Anerica and
| ocal, conmmunity and ethnic media provides an inportant way for the
state to connect and ensure that its nessage reaches all New Yorkers;
and

The | egislature hereby finds and declares that according to the U S.
Census population estimates for 2022, approxi mately 23 percent of New
York state residents and 37 percent of New York city residents are
foreign-born and according to the 2019 U. S. Census popul ati on estimates
approximately 30 percent of New York state residents do not speak
English as their primary | anguage and 13 percent of New York state resi-
dents have a limted ability to read, speak, wite, or understand
English; and

The | egislature hereby finds and declares that the state of New York
wants to ensure that critical infornmation about state services, poli-
cies, and opportunities reach these communities and |ocal, comunity and
ethnic nedia is a pathway to allow nenbers of these communities, many of
whomcritically need information about New York state prograns, to
access it; and

Therefore, the legislature hereby finds and declares it is essential
that all residents have neani ngful access to state prograns, services,
and activities, and the public safety, health, econom c prosperity, and
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general welfare of all New York state residents is furthered by increas-
ing access to New York state progranms and services, regardless of native
| anguage, race, color, gender, national origin, ethnicity, religion,
sexual orientation, disability or inmmgrant status.

8 3. The executive lawis amended by adding a new section 164-e to
read as follows:

8§ 164-e. Bolstering our responsibility to local. conmmunity and ethnic
nedia. 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the followng
ternms shall have the foll ow ng neaning:

(a) "local, comunity and ethnic nedia" shall nean any print or
digital publication that: is created for communities of people based on
native | anguage, race, color, gender, national origin, ethnicity, reli-
gion, sexual orientation, disability or immgrant status; targets a
di screte nei ghborhood, geographic region, or population that may or nmay
not typically receive information from nainstream publications because
of their exclusive use of foreign |language; or falls within specifically
tailored subject matter as determ ned by the departnent of state.

(b) "state agency" or "agency" shall nmean any departnent, division,
comni ssion, agency and any other entity of the state.

2. local, comunity and ethnic nedia advertising. Every state agency
shall ensure that, by Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-five,
and for every vear thereafter, at least fifty percent of their annual

print and digital publication advertising spending shall go toward
local, comunity and ethnic nedia outlets. The state conptroller shal
take all steps necessary, consistent with applicable law, to inplenent

the provisions of this section, particularly with respect to the state
education departnent, the departnment of health, and state housing
authorities.

3. Approved nedia outlet list. The conptroller shall devel op and nain-
tain a list of local. comunity and ethnic nedia outlets that pronote
and exenplify the state's many interconnected communities, as described
in subdivision one of this section, for state agencies, including, but
not limted to, the state education departnent, the departnent of
health, and housing authorities, to use at their discretion. State agen-
cies may petition the conptroller to include advertisenents such agen-
cies have published in outlets that are not on the approved list toward
their local, comunity and ethnic nedia outlet spending.

4. Developnent and transparency. State agency enpl oyees or represen-
tatives that work on purchasing print or digital publication advertising
shall be required to participate in regular trainings established by the
conptroller on the use of local, comunity and ethnic nmedia advertising.
Begihning in two thousand twenty-four, and every vear thereafter, state
agencies shall subnit a year-end data report to the governor, the tenpo-
rary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly regarding
the agency's annual print and digital publication advertising spending.
The report shall include, but not be limted to, the total anpunt each
agency spent on print and digital publication advertising and the total
anpunt each agency spent on local, community and ethnic nedia advertis-
ing. Data regarding each agency's annual print and digital publication
advertising shall be nade available to the conptroller at the beginning
of each year and shall be posted on the conptroller's website.

5. Exenption for legally required notices. To the extent that ¢this
section conflicts with a state agency's requirenents to conply with
|l egal and statutory notices that require posting or distribution in
publications or nedia pursuant to local, state, or other applicable |aw
such notices shall be exenpt fromthe requirenents in this section. For
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purposes of this exenption, agencies nmay subtract the publication costs
of such legally required notices fromtheir total advertising budgets

before calculating their required local, comunity and ethnic nedia
advertising spending pursuant to subdivision two of this section.
8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




