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STATE OF NEW YORK

2922

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 1, 2023

Introduced by M of A ZEBROABKI -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Election Law

AN ACT to anmend the town law, in relation to town elections and perm s-
sive referenduns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph and subdivision 4 of section 81 of
the town Jlaw, subdivision 4 as anended by chapter 434 of the |aws of
1984, are anended to read as foll ows:

The town board nay, upon its own nption, cause to be submitted at a
general election, or a special or biennial town election and shall upon
a petition, as hereinafter provided, cause to be submtted at [a—special
o—biennial—town] the next general election, unless such petition states
that a special election be held a proposition:

4. Such petition shall be subscribed and authenticated, in the nanner
provided by the election law for the authentication of nom nating
petitions, by electors of the town qualified to vote upon a proposition
to raise and expend noney, in nunber equal to at least five per centum
of the total votes cast for governor in said town at the last genera
election held for the election of state officers, but such nunber shal
not be | ess than one hundred in a town of the first class nor less than
twenty-five in a town of the second class. If such a petition be filed
in the office of the town clerk [pet—-tess—than—sidy—days—nor] nore
than seventy-five days, prior to [a—biennial—town] the general election,
the proposition shall be submtted at such [ biernial] general election
IT a petition [be—presented—at—anyothertire—aspecial—elestion—shall-
bo——ecalled—to—beheld notless thahsisdydoys—nor—npore—thah—soventy—
Hve—days—atter—t-he—fiting—of—such—petition] is filed in the office of

the town clerk less than seventy-five days prior to the general election
then it shall be submtted at the general election in the follow ng
vear. If a petition states that a special election be held on such

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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proposition then it shall be submtted at a special election held not
| ess than sixty days, nor nore than seventy-five days after the filing
of such petition. The board of elections of a county may apportion costs
under this section, as provided by subdivision two of section 4-136 of
the election |aw

8§ 2. Section 91 of the town | aw, as anended by chapter 128 of the |aws
of 2020, is anmended to read as follows:

8§ 91. Referendumon petition. Any such resolution or act of the town
board as set forth in the preceding section shall not take effect until
thirty days after its adoption; nor until approved by the affirmative
vote of a mjority of the qualified electors of such town or district
af fected, voting on such proposition, if within thirty days after its
adoption there be filed with the town clerk a petition signed, and
acknow edged or proved, or authenticated by electors of the town quali-
fied to vote wupon a proposition to raise and expend noney, in nunber
equal to at least five per centumof the total vote cast for governor in
said town at the last general election held for the election of state
of ficers, but which shall not be |less than one hundred in a town of the
first class nor less than twenty-five in a town of the second class,
protesting against such act or resolution and requesting that it be
submtted to the qualified electors of the town or district affected,
for their approval or disapproval. If such petition be so filed [#et]
nore than one hundred five days [ ror—ess—than—ninety—days] prior to [a
bi-epnial—+town] the general election, a proposition for the approval of
such act or resolutlon shall be submitted at such [biennrial—towa] gener-
al election. If a petition be so filed [at—any—other—time] less than
seventy-five days prior to the general election, a proposition for the
approval of such act or resolutlon shaII be subnltted at [a—epee+a¥—te%n

days——aLLeF——Lhe——L+L+ng——ei——seeh—pe++t+4#ﬂ the qeneral electlon in the

following year. If a petition states that a special election be held on
such proposition then it shall be submtted at a special election held
not less than sixty days., nor nore than seventy-five days after the
filing of such petition. The petition nmay be nade upon separate sheets
and the signatures to each sheet shall be authenticated in the manner
provided by the election law for the authentication of nomnating
petitions. The several sheets so signed and authenticated when fastened
together and offered for filing shall be deened to constitute one peti-
tion. If, within five days after the filing of such petition, a witten
objection thereto be filed with the town clerk, and a verified petition
setting forth the objections be presented by the person so filing such
obj ections to the supreme court or any justice thereof of the judicial
district in which such town is located, such court or justice within
twenty days shall determine any question arising thereunder and nake
such order as justice may require. Such proceeding shall be heard and
determned in the manner prescribed by section 16-116 of the election
| aw.

8§ 3. Subdivision 2 of section 85 of the town |aw, as anended by chap-
ter 513 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. The ward system nmay be aboli shed upon the adoption of a proposition
therefor at [anry—special—or—biennial—towa] the next general election. At
the first biennial town election held at | east one hundred twenty days
after the adoption of a proposition to abolish the ward system for
el ection of council nenmbers, the electors of the town shall elect one-
half of the total nunber of town council menbers for the termof two
years each and one-half of the total nunber of town council nenbers for
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the termof four years each. At each biennial town election held there-
after there shall be elected one-half of the total nunmber of town coun-
cil menbers for the termof four years each. The terns of all such coun-
cil menbers shall begin on the first day of January next succeeding the
date of their election.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall have becone a | aw



