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STATE OF NEW YORK

1254

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 13, 2023

Introduced by M of A JOYNER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Labor

AN ACT to amend the labor law, in relation to civil actions brought by
enpl oyees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 10 of section 27-a of the | abor |aw is amended
by addi ng a new paragraph e to read as foll ows:

e. An enployee may bring a civil action in a court of conpetent juris-
diction against any enployer alleged to have violated the provisions of
this section. Such action nust be commenced within three years after
such violation. The court shall have jurisdiction to order all appropri-
ate relief, including enjoining the conduct of any enployer; ordering
paynent of costs and reasonable attorneys' fees to the enployee by the
entity in violation; and ordering rehiring or reinstatenent of the
enployee to his or her fornmer position with restoration of seniority or
an award of front pay in lieu of reinstatenent, and an award of | ost
conpensation and danmmges, costs and reasonable attorneys' fees. The
statute of limtations shall be tolled fromthe date an enployee files a
conplaint with the conmi ssioner or the conmmi Ssioner comrences an _inves-
tigation, whichever is earlier, until an order to conply issued by the
conm ssioner becones final, or where the comm ssioner does not issue an
order, until the date on which the conmi ssioner notifies the conplai nant
that the investigation has concluded. Investigation by the comi ssioner
shall not be a prerequisite to nor a bar against a person bringing a
civil action under this section.

8§ 2. Subdivision 6 of section 27-a of the labor law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph e to read as foll ows:

e. An enployee nay bring a civil action in a court of conpetent juris-
diction against any enployer alleged to have violated the provisions of
this section. Such action nust be conmenced within three years after
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such violation. The court shall have jurisdiction to order all appropri-
ate relief, including enjoining the conduct of any enployer; ordering
paynent of costs and reasonable attorneys' fees to the enployee by the
entity in violation; and ordering rehiring or reinstatenent of the
enployee to his or her fornmer position with restoration of seniority or
an award of front pay in lieu of reinstatenent, and an award of | ost
conpensation and danages, costs and reasonable attorneys' fees. The
statute of limtations shall be tolled fromthe date an enpl oyee files a
conplaint wth the conm ssioner or the conm Ssioner conmences an inves-
tigation, whichever is earlier, until an order to conply issued by the
conm ssioner becones final, or where the comni ssioner does not issue an
order, until the date on which the conmi ssioner notifies the conplai nant
that the investigation has concluded. Investigation by the comi ssioner
shall not be a prerequisite to nor a bar against a person bringing a
civil action under this section.
§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




