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STATE OF NEW YORK

894

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefiled)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the insurance |aw and the vehicle and traffic law, in
relation to premumreductions of commercial risk insurance policies
covering for-hire vehicles and to anend a chapter of the laws of 2020
anending the insurance law relating to establishing the for-hire
not or vehicle safety programas proposed in legislative bills nunbers
S. 7881 and A 9763-A, in relation to the effectiveness of such chap-
ter

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (d) of section 2353 of the insurance |law, as
added by a chapter of the laws of 2020 anendi ng the insurance |aw rel at-
ing to establishing the for-hire notor vehicle safety program as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 7881 and A 9763-A, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

(d) The superintendent shall provide for an actuarially appropriate
reduction for a period of three vyears in the rates of premuns for
conmercial risk insurance applicable to notor vehicles engaged in the
busi ness of carrying or transporting passengers for-hire, having a seat-
ing capacity of not Iless than eight passengers, for each triennial
conmpl etion of a course of instruction on for-hire notor vehicle safety
as authorized pursuant to this section. The [superntendent]| conm s-
sioner of notor vehicles shall evaluate and approve any for-hire vehicle
safety programcreated pursuant to this section within sixty days of the
effective date of this section.

8§ 2. Subsection (f) of section 2353 of the insurance lawis relettered
subsection (g) and a new subsection (f) is added to read as foll ows:

(f) Any insured who successfully conpletes a course of instruction on
for-hire notor vehicle safety pursuant to this section and receives a
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prem um reduction on the insured's commercial risk insurance policy
covering the for-hire vehicle shall not, during the period set forth in
subsection (e) of this section, also be eligible for an additiona
premium reduction on the insured's comercial risk insurance policy
covering the for-hire vehicle for successful conpletion of the nptor
vehicle accident prevention course, known as the national safety coun-
cil's defensive driving course, or any driver inprovenent course
approved by the departnent of notor vehicles as being equivalent to the
nati onal safety council's defensive driving course, authorized under
section two thousand three hundred thirty-six of this article.

8 3. Subsection (a) of section 2336 of the insurance |aw, as anmended
by chapter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as follows:

(a) (1) Any schedule of rates or rating plan for notor vehicle liabil-
ity and collision insurance submitted to the superintendent shal
provide for an actuarially appropriate reduction in prem um charges for
any insured for a three year period after successfully conpleting a
motor vehicle accident prevention course, known as the national safety
council's defensive driving course, or any driver inprovement course
approved by the department of notor vehicles as being equivalent to the
national safety council's defensive driving course, provided that,
except as provided in article twelve-C of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
there shall be no reduction in premunms for a [seld—nstruetion] self-
instruction defensive driving course or a course [whieh] that does not
provide for actual classroominstruction for a m ninum nunber of hours
as determned by the departnent of notor vehicles. Such reduction in
prem um charges shall be subsequently nodified to the extent appropri-
ate, based upon analysis of |o0ss experience statistics and other rele-
vant factors. Al such accident prevention courses shall be nonitored by
the departnent of notor vehicles and shall include conponents of
instruction in "Road Rage" awareness and in "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness
as defined by the conmi ssioner of motor vehicles. The provisions of this
section shall not apply to attendance at a program pursuant to article
twenty-one of the vehicle and traffic lawas a result of any traffic
i nfraction.

(2) Any insured who successfully conpletes a course pursuant to this
subsection and receives a premiumreduction on the insured's insurance
policy covering the for-hire vehicle, shall not, during the period set
forth in subsection (e) of section two thousand three hundred fifty-
three of this article, also be eligible for an additional prem um
reduction on the insured's commercial risk insurance policy covering the
for-hire notor vehicle for successful conpletion of the for-hire safety
not or _vehicle course authorized under section two thousand three hundred
fifty-three of this article.

8 4. Subsection (a) of section 2336 of the insurance |aw, as amended
by chapter 585 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as follows:

(a) (1) Any schedule of rates or rating plan for notor vehicle liabil-
ity and collision insurance submitted to the superintendent shal
provide for an actuarially appropriate reduction in prem um charges for
any insured for a three year period after successfully conpleting a
motor vehicle accident prevention course, known as the national safety
council's defensive driving course, or any driver inprovenment course
approved by the departnment of notor vehicles as being equivalent to the
national safety council's defensive driving course, provided that in
either event there shall be no reduction in premuns for a [sel&
astruetion] self-instruction defensive driving course or a course
[whieh] that does not provide for actual classroominstruction for a
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m ni mum nunber of hours as determi ned by the departnment of notor vehi-
cles. Such reduction in prem um charges shall be subsequently nodified
to the extent appropriate, based wupon analysis of |oss experience
statistics and other relevant factors. Al such accident prevention
courses shall be nonitored by the departnment of notor vehicles and shal

i ncl ude components of instruction in "Road Rage" awareness and in "Wrk
Zone Safety" awareness as defined by the conmi ssioner of notor vehicles.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to attendance at a
program pursuant to article twenty-one of the vehicle and traffic |aw as
a result of any traffic infraction.

(2) Any insured who successfully conpletes a course pursuant to this
subsection and receives a premumreduction on the insured's insurance
policy covering the for-hire vehicle, shall not, during the period set
forth in subsection (e) of section two thousand three hundred fifty-
three of this article, also be eligible for an additional pren um
reduction on the insured's comercial risk insurance policy covering the
for-hire notor vehicle for successful conpletion of the for-hire safety
not or _vehicle course authorized under section two thousand three hundred
fifty-three of this article.

8 5. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by adding a new section
397-c to read as follows:

8§ 397-c. For-hire notor vehicle safety program The comm ssioner shal
evaluate and approve any for-hire notor vehicle safety program created
pursuant to section two thousand three hundred fifty-three of the insur-
ance law within sixty days of the effective date of such section

8 6. Section 2 of a chapter of the laws of 2020 anmending the insurance
law relating to establishing the for-hire notor vehicle safety program
as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 7881 and A  9763-A is
anended to read as foll ows:

§_ 2. This act shall take_effect [ Hediately and shallapply to all

Shodet-h—day—followng—the—effeoctivedateofthis—act] on the sixtieth
day after it shall have becone a | aw.

§ 7. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
sections one, tw, three and five of this act shall take effect on the
same date and in the same manner as a chapter of the | aws of 2020 anend-
ing the insurance law relating to establishing the for-hire notor
vehicle safety programas proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 7881
and A, 9763-A, takes effect; and provided further that the anendnents
to subsection (a) of section 2336 of the insurance | aw nade by section
three of this act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of
such subsection when upon such date the provisions of section four of
this act shall take effect.




