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STATE OF NEW YORK

784

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefiled)
January 6, 2021

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to certain
equi pnrent violations and fines; and to anend the executive law, in
relation to requiring police vehicles to be equipped with a deci bel
reader

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 31 and 32 of section 375 of the vehicle and
traffic |l aw, subdivision 31 as anended by chapter 337 of the laws of
1971, and subdivision 32 as anmended by section 14 of part C of chapter
62 of the laws of 2003, are anended to read as foll ows:

31. Mufflers and exhaust systenms. Prevention of noise. Every notor
vehicl e, operated or driven upon the highways of the state, shall at al
times be equipped with an adequate nuffler and exhaust systemin
constant operation and properly naintained to prevent any [excessive—or
yhusdal]  noise over ninety-five decibels for notorcycles and over sixty
decibels for other nmotor vehicles, and no such nmuffler or exhaust system
shal |l be equipped with a cut-out, bypass, or simlar device. No person
shall nodify the nuffler or exhaust systemof a notor vehicle in a
manner which will anmplify or increase the noise enmitted by the notor or
exhaust system of such vehicle above that enitted by the nuffler or
exhaust systemoriginally installed on the vehicle and such original
muf fl er and exhaust system shall conply with all the requirenents of
this section.

A nmuffler is a device consisting of a series of chanbers or baffle
pl ates, or other nechanical design for the purpose of receiving exhaust
gas froman internal conmbustion engine, and effective in reducing noise.
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An exhaust systemis a series of nechanical devices for the purpose of
recei ving exhaust gas froman internal conbustion engine and expelling
it into the atnosphere.

32. The wviolation of any of the provisions of this section with
respect to adequate brakes except those relating to enmergency or hand
brakes shall constitute a nmisdenmeanor and the violation of any of the
ot her provisions of this section, including those relating to energency
or hand brakes, shall be punishable by a fine not exceedi ng one [hunrdred
44ty thousand dollars or by inprisonment for not exceeding thirty
days, or by both such fine and inprisonment, except as herein otherw se
provi ded.

8 2. The -executive lawis amended by adding a new section 837-wto
read as foll ows:

8§ 837-w. Decibels readers. Every police departnent in this state shal
provide that all police vehicles are equipped with a decibel reader. As
used in this section, the term "police departnent” nmeans any police
departnent or sheriff's office of this state or any of its politica
subdi vi si ons.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




