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STATE OF NEW YORK

7553

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Novenber 29, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BROUK -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the New York state
masters-in-mental health incentive schol arship program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 669-i
to read as foll ows:

8 669-i. New York state nmasters-in-nental health incentive scholarship
program 1. Students who are matriculated in an approved naster's degree
in nental health programat a New York state public institution of high-
er education leading to a career as a nental health clinician shall be
eligible for an award under this section, provided the applicant: (a)
was a New York state resident for twelve continuous nonths prior to the
beginning of the term (b) is a United States citizen; is an eligible
non-citizen; or is eligible to apply for citizenship within twelve
nont hs; (c) achi eved academ c excellence as an undergraduate student
from a college or wuniversity Jlocated in this state with a 3.0 grade
poi nt average or higher upon conpletion of such undergraduate study; (d)
enrolls in full-tinme study in an approved naster's degree for nental
health practitioners programat a New York state public institution of
hi gher educati on or private not-for-profit college or university in
this state which leads to licensure as a nental health counselor, famly
therapist, creative arts therapist, psychoanalyst, or applied behaviora
analyst; be enrolled in such programon a full-tine basis; (e) executes
a service contract agreeing to be enployed for four years by a non-pro-
fit organization licensed, funded or designated by the office of nental
health, the office of addiction services and supports, or the office for
persons with devel opnental disabilities; (f) be in a non-default status
on a student |oan nade under any New York state or federal education
| oan program or repaynent of any New York state award; (g) earn a cunu-
lative grade point average of 3.0 or higher each term of graduate study;
and (h) conplies with the applicable provisions of this article and al

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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requirenents promul gated by the corporation for the administration of
the program

2. Wthin anmounts appropriated therefor, awards shall be granted to
applicants that the corporation has certified are eligible to receive
such awards. Up to five hundred awards may be granted to new recipients
annual ly. Such awards shall be granted upon successful conpletion of
each term as defined by the corporation.

3. An award shall entitle the recipient to annual paynents for not
nore than two academ c years of full-tine graduate study leading to
certification as a nental health clinician.

4. The corporation shall grant such awards in an anpunt equal to the
annual tuition charged to state resident students attending a graduate
programfull-tine at the state university of New York, or actual tuition
charged, whichever is less; provided, however, (a) a student who
receives educational grants and/or schol arships that cover the student's
full cost of attendance shall not be eligible for an award under this

rogra b) for a student who receives educati onal rants and/or schol -
arships that cover less than the student's full cost of attendance, such
grants and/or scholarships shall not be deened duplicative of this

program and nmay be held concurrently with an award under this program
provided that the conbined benefits do not exceed the student's ful
cost of attendance; and (c) an award under this programshall be applied
to tuition after the application of all other educational grants and
scholarships limted to tuition and shall be reduced in an anmount equa
to such educational grants and/or schol arships. Upon notification of an
award under this program the institution shall defer the anpbunt of
tuition equal to the award. No award shall be final wuntil the recipi-
ent's successful conpletion of a termhas been certified by the institu-
tion.

5. The corporation shall convert to a student loan the full anpunt of
the award granted pursuant to this section, plus interest, according to
a schedule to be determned by the corporation if: (a) two years after
the conpletion of the degree program and receipt of initial certif-
ication it is found that a recipient is not enployed for four years by
a not-for-profit organization licensed., funded or designated by the
office of nental health, the office of addiction services and supports,
or the office for persons with disabilities; (b) a recipient fails to
conplete his or her graduate degree programin nental health; (c) a
recipient fails to receive or maintain his or her license in New York
state for the required period; or (d) a recipient fails to respond to
requests by the corporation for the status of his or her academic or
professional progress. The ternms and conditions of this subdivision
shall be deferred for any interruption in graduate study or enploynent
as established by the rules and regulations of the corporation. Any
obligation to conply with such provisions as outlined in this section
shall be cancelled upon the death of the recipient. Notw thstanding any
provisions of this subdivision to the contrary, the corporation is

aut horized to pronmulgate rules and regulations to provide for the waiver
or suspension of any financial obligation which would involve extrene

har dshi p.

6. The corporation is authorized to pronmulgate rules and regulations,
and nmay pronul gate energency regulations, necessary for the inplenenta-
tion of the provisions of this section including, but not J|linmted to,
the criteria for the provision of awards on a conpetitive basis, and the
rate of interest charged for repaynent of the student |oan.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




