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STATE OF NEW YORK

7501

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Novenber 3, 2021

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to financial respon-
sibility for human postexposure treatnment for rabies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 3 and 6 of section 2145 of the public health
Il aw, as added by chapter 180 of the |aws of 2002, are anended and a new
subdi vision 5-a is added to read as foll ows:

3. Human postexposure treatment specifically authorized by the county
heal th authority shall be rendered by the provider or providers selected
by the county health authority, |located within the county or the vicini-
ty thereof, and [appreved] shall be considered sufficient authorization
for pre-approval by the person's health insurance carrier or rmanaged
care plan if pre-approval is required, and shall be approved. by the
heal th i nsurance carrier or nmanaged care plan, provided that:

(a) any person may, at his or her option, be treated at his or her own
expense by the health care provider of his or her choice wthout
approval by the county health authority,

(b) the county health authority may, at its option, assune financi al
responsibility for necessary treatnment rendered by other providers.
provided, however, that the county health authority shall not be obli-
gated to assune financial responsibility if notified after t he
conpletion of treatnment. |f evidence of approval of the county health
authority has not been provided, health care providers mnust report
initiation of rabies postexposure prophylaxis within twenty-four hours
of the first treatnent,

(c) the county shall authorize initial treatnent from a provider or
providers geographically accessible to the |location of the exposed
person at the tinme that treatnment is determ ned to be necessary, and
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(d) the county shall authorize post-initial treatnent froma provider
or providers geographically accessible to the exposed person's residence
if the person returns to his or her residence during the course of
treat ment.

5-a. Health care providers shall accept paynments by the county health
authority for human postexposure treatnent at a rate set by the conms-
sioner; provided that such rei nbursenent shall be no | ess than the Medi-
caid rate.

6. Under the terns of this title, the county health authority is not
responsi ble for:

(a) services and expenses of human postexposure treatnment that were
not specifically authorized by the county health authority, except for
conpletion of treatment for their residents exposed and started on
rabies treatnent in New York city or elsewhere outside of New York
state. Treatnment started in New York city shall be confirned as neces-
sary treatnent by the New York city departnent of health and nmenta
hygi ene, or the departnent,

(b) services and expenses of nedical treatnent unrelated to the
prevention of rabies infection such as wound suturing and measures to
control bacterial infection of bite wounds, and

(c) expenses of preexposure rabies vaccination.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




