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STATE OF NEW YORK

7013

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 24, 2021

Introduced by Sen. ADDABBO -- (at request of the New York State Gam ng
Commi ssion) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Cormittee on Racing, Gaming and WAgeri ng

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-mutuel wagering and breeding law, in
relation to maki ng techni cal changes and establishing the duration of
racetrack |icenses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 205 of the racing, pari-nutuel wagering and breed-
ing law, as anended by chapter 243 of the laws of 2020, is anended to
read as foll ows:

§ 205. License for running races and steepl echase neetings. Any non-
franchi sed corporation desiring to obtain the benefits of the provisions
of section two hundred three of this article, if proposing to conduct a
race course or race neeting for running races or steeplechases, my
[aprualy] apply to the conmission for a license to conduct running
races and race neetings or steeplechases and steepl echase neetings, as

the case may be. |If, in the judgnent of such conmm ssion the public
i nterest, convenience or necessity will be served thereby and a proper
case for the issuance of such |license is shown consistent with the

purposes of this article and the best interest of racing generally, the
comm ssion may grant such license, for a termwi thin [+he] three calen-
dar [year] years, which shall specify [the—dates—and—period—of—tine
doihg—whi-ch—and] the place where[~] the licensee may operate and state
that the dates and periods of tinme during which the |icensee may operate
are subject to the prior approval of the conmi ssion. The fee for such

Iicense shall be one hundred dollars for each raci ng day[+]. The fee
for the first calendar year shall be payabl e upon issuance of |icense.
The fee for each subsequent year during the license period shall be
payabl e upon application for conm ssion approval of racing dates for
such year. In considering an application for a license wunder this
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section, the conm ssion may give consideration to the nunber of |icenses
already granted and to the location of the tracks previously licensed.
Each racetrack licensee shall notify the conmmission of any material
changes to its license application that may occur during the term of
such license, and the conmission may take such action as the conm ssion
deens appropriate to address any such material change. Every such
license shall contain a condition that all running races or race neet-
ings conducted thereunder shall be subject to such reasonable rules and
regul ations fromtime to tinme prescribed by the conm ssion, designated
as the "rules of racing". Before promulgating such rules of racing or
nmodi fyi ng or abrogating any of them the comm ssion shall give the jock-
ey club, a corporation organized under the laws of +the state of New
York, an opportunity to submit recomendations relative to such rules
for running races and race neetings, and to the national steeplechase
and hunt association, a corporation organized under the laws of the
state of New York, an opportunity to submt recomrendations relative to
such rules for steeplechases and steepl echase neetings, and the conm s-
sion may adopt, to the extent that it deens appropriate, any rules so
submtted by either of such corporations or by any other nationally
recogni zed associ ation or corporation that has for its purpose the
i mprovenent of the breed.

§ 2. Subdivisions 1, 3, 4 and 5 of section 307 of the racing, pari-nu-
tuel wagering and breeding | aw, as anended by chapter 243 of the |aws of
2020, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. Any association or corporation desiring to conduct harness race
meetings at which pari-nutuel betting shall be permtted my apply
[ apnualty] to the commission for a license so to do. If, in the judgnent
of the comm ssion the public interest, convenience or necessity wll be
served thereby and a proper case for the issuance of such license is
shown consistent wth the purposes of sections two hundred twenty-two
t hrough seven hundred five of this chapter and the best interests of
raC|ng generally, [FL] the conm ssi on nay grant such license for a term

[ ding
Lhe—gpank+ng—ehe;eet] mrthln three calendar years, speC|fy|ng [da%es—and
hours—duing—which—and] the place where the |icensee nay operate[:-
provi-ded—however—that] and state that the dates and periods of tine

during which the licensee may operate are subject to the prior approval
of the conm ssion. The conmission shall select by lot: two |licensees to
apply for licenses with a termending in tw thousand twenty-two, after
whi ch such licensees may apply for a license with a three-year term two
licensees to apply for licenses with a termending in two thousand twen-
ty-three, after which such licensees may apply for a license wth a
three-year term and two licensees to apply for licenses with a term
ending in two thousand twenty-four, after which such |licensees may apply
for alicense with a three-year term An association or corporation that
holds a harness racetrack license and has commpbn direct or indirect
ownership wth another harness racetrack |licensee shall apply for a
license with a termending either in tw thousand twenty-two, two thou-
sand twenty-three or two thousand twenty-four, with such term applied
for being the sane as the termapplied for by the |licensee with which a
direct or indirect ownership is shared.

1-a. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this
section, any harness racetrack [which] that applies to the conmi ssion
for pernmssion to neke one or nore capital inprovenents may, in
connection with such application or before or after such application,
also apply to the conmission for, and the comm ssion shall, as an
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i nducenent for or in recognition of the making of such capital inprove-
ment, grant a capital inprovenent |icense, which nay be conditioned on
the conpletion of the capital inprovenent if not yet nmade, for a period
of not nore than twenty-five years, but in no event for a period |onger
than is necessary to anortize any loan for capital inprovenents and
shall specify for each year of the termof said |license the mni mum
nunber of days on which, and the m ni num nunmber of hours on each such
day, and the places where said |licensee may conduct such harness race
meetings at which pari-nutuel betting shall be permitted. Such a capital
i nprovenment |icense shall be issued if in the judgnment of the commi ssion
the public interest, convenience or necessity will be served thereby and
a proper case for the issuance of such a license is shown consistent
with the purposes of sections two hundred twenty-two through seven
hundred five of this chapter and the best interests of racing generally,

and in determning the period and other terns of such capital inprove-
ment |icense, the comm ssion shall be guided by the nature of the capi-
tal inprovenent and the cost thereof. Such capital inprovenent |icense
shall automatically expire, irrespective of the termthereof, when the
| oan of funds upon which [] such has been issued, has been paid off by
the licensee. Were a capital inprovenent license is granted, the

comm ssion shall specify annually the dates on which, but not beyond the
thirty-first day of Decenber, and hours during which such |licensee may
operate, at the places and for the full nunber of days and hours speci-
fied in [Hs] such capital inprovenment |icense

3. Applications for |licenses shall be in such form as nmay be
prescri bed by the comm ssion and shall contain such information or other
mat eri al or evidence as the conmi ssion nmay require. Each application for
renewal of a license shall be deenmed to be an application for a new
license. The fee for such [H-ecenses] license shall be one hundred
dollars for each racing day. The fee shall be payable either annually,
guarterly, nonthly, or weekly in installnents in advance of each week's
racing, as the conm ssion may direct, which suns shall be paid into the
general fund of the state treasury by the commi ssion. The term "racing
week" shall include those days as defined by the rules and regulations
of the comm ssion. Each racetrack |licensee shall notify the conm ssion
of any material changes to its license application that nmay occur during
the termof the license, and the comr ssion may take such action as the
comni ssion deens appropriate to address any such material change

4. In considering an application for a license under this section the
conmmi ssion may give consideration to the nunber of licenses already
granted and to the location of the tracks previously Iicensed. No such
license shall be granted to any track [whieh] that has not conducted
pari-mutuel harness racing during at least ten calendar years and
[which] that is |located within ten niles of a state, county or town fair
conducting harness racing for the three consecutive years inmediately
preceding April second, nineteen hundred fifty-three, which |icense
shall be operative during the racing dates of such fair, wunless the
associ ation, corporation or society conducting such fair shall affirma-
tively waive objection to the issuance of such license for dates wthin

such peri od. No such |license shall be granted to any track | ocated
within the corporate limts of a city of the first <class. No such
license shall be granted to any harness horse racetrack |ocated wthin

twenty-five mles of any track already licensed for the same dates and
hours except with the consent of the licensee located within such twen-
ty-five mle area.
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5. The conmission may refuse to grant a license to an association or
corporation if [iH—shall—deternne] the commission determines that:

a. [Ansy] any officer, director, member or stockhol der of such associ-
ation or corporation applying for a license, or of any association or
corporation that owns stock in or shares in the profits, or participates
in the nmanagenment, of the affairs of such applicant, or that |eases to
such applicant the track where such applicant will operate has:

(i) been convicted of a crinme involving noral turpitude;

(ii) engaged in bookmaking or other forns of illegal ganbling;

(iii) been found guilty of any fraud or misrepresentation in
connection with racing or breeding;

(iv) been guilty of any violation or attenpt to violate any law, rule
or regulation of any racing jurisdiction for which suspension from
raci ng m ght be inmposed in such jurisdiction;

(v) violated any rule, regulation or order of the comm ssion; or

b. [Fhe] the experience, character or general fitness of any officer
di rector or stockhol der of any of the aforesaid associations or corpo-
rations is such that the participation of such person in harness racing
or related activities would be inconsistent with the public interest,
conveni ence or necessity or with the best interests of racing generally;
but if the conmission deternines that the interest of any stockhol der
referred to in this paragraph or in paragraph a of this subdivision is
insufficient in the opinion of the conmission to affect adversely the
conduct of pari-nutuel harness racing by such association or corporation
in accordance with the provisions of this article, the conmm ssion my
di sregard such interest in determ ning whether or not to grant a |license
to such association or corporation; or

c. [Fhe] the applicant is not the owner of the track at which it will
conduct pari-nutuel harness racing pursuant to the license applied for,
or that any person, firm association or corporation other than the
applicant shares, or will share, in the profits of the applicant, other
than by dividends as a stockhol der, or participates or will participate
in the managenent of the affairs of the applicant.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




