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STATE OF NEW YORK

6792

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 17, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BROOKS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to nilitary enhanced
recognition, incentive and tribute ("MERI T") schol arshi ps

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 668-e of the education |law, as added by chapter 106
of the laws of 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 668-e. Mlitary enhanced recognition, incentive and tribute
("MERIT") scholarships. 1. Eligible persons. a. Notw thstandi ng subdi -
visions three and five of section six hundred sixty-one of this title,
children, spouses and financial dependents of a menber of the arned
forces of the United States or state organized nilitia who at any tine
[ —i i -] while
in service in the arned forces of the United States, as defined by
subdivision eight of section one of the nilitary law or in a force of
the state organized mlitia, as defined in subdivision nine of section
one of the mlitary law (i) while a legal resident of New York state,
di ed, becane severely and pernmanently disabled or was classified as
mssing in action in a conbat theater or conbat zone of operations as
part of mlitary operations, or died as a result of injury or illness
suffered or incurred during such mlitary service; [e+] (ii) while a
| egal resident of New York state, died or becane severely and pernmanent -
ly disabled as a result of injury or illness suffered or incurred during
mlitary training operations in preparation for duty in a conmbat theater
or conmbat zone of operations; or (iii) while a legal resident of New
York state, received a service-connected disability rating fromthe
departnent of veterans affairs with a mninmmof zero percent and nmaxi-
mum of one hundred percent.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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b. A nenber of the arned forces of the United States who: (i) becane
severely and permanently disabled as a result of service in the arned
forces of the United States, as defined by subdivision eight of section
one of the mlitary law, in a conbat theater or conbat zone of oper-
ations as part of nilitary operations at any time [en—er—after—the

— } ]; and (ii) was a |egal
resident of New York state at the tine of nmilitary service.

c. A nmenber of the armed forces of the United States who: (i) becane
severely and permanently disabled as a result of injury or illness
suffered or incurred during military training operations in preparation
for duty in a conbat theater or conmbat zone of operations; and (ii) was
a legal resident of New York state at the tinme of nilitary service.

d. A nmenber of the arned forces of the United States mlitary who
(i) received a service-connected disability rating from the departnent
of veterans affairs consisting of a mninumof zero percent and a nmaxi-
nmum of one hundred percent; and (ii) was a legal resident of New York
state at the tine of mlitary service.

e. A nenber of the state organized mlitia who: (i) became severely
and permanently disabled as a result of injury or illness suffered or
incurred during active nmilitary service, as defined in subdivision six
of section one of the mlitary lawrelated to duty in a conbat theater
or conbat zone of operations; and (ii) was a | egal resident of New York
state at the tine of active mlitary service.

2. Amount. The president shall grant annual scholarships in anounts
det erm ned [ ir—accordance—wth—subdiv-sions—tweo—andthree ol section—sio¢
hurdred—siody—ei-ght—d—oef—this—part] by the provisions of this section.

a. Upon the recipients' attendance at a state university of New York
(SUNY), for full-tinme undergraduate studies, the MERIT scholarship will
provide funds for the follow ng expenses:

(i) An anmpunt equal to the recipient's actual tuition or the SUNY
in-state tuition rate;

(ii) An anpunt equal to the recipient's non-tuition costs:; including,
room and board, allowances for books, supplies and transportation up to
the average cost of attendance at SUNY universities and colleges; and

(iii) An anpbunt equal to the cost of residence either on or off-cam

pus. A student living on canpus will receive a larger room and board
al l owance than a commuter student; unless housing is not available for
students on canpus, in which case a commuter student will receive the

sane allowance as a student living on canpus.

b. Upon the recipients' attendance at a state university of New York
(SUNY), for a full-tinme graduate program including, but not excluding a
nasters or doctorate program between the age of eighteen and twenty-sev-
en, the MERIT scholarship will provide funds for an amount equal to the
recipient's actual tuition or the SUNY in-state tuition rate;

3. Requirenents. Eligible recipients of the MR T scholarship nust
adhere to the following to remain eligible for the MERIT schol arshi p:

(i) Be mtriculated at an approved postsecondary institution in New
York state.

(ii) Have graduated fromhigh school in the United States, or have a
hi gh school equival ency diplonma earned through passing the test assess-
ing secondary conpletion (TASC), formally known as the GED, or passed a
federally approved "ability to benefit" test as defined by the conm s-
sioner of the state education departnent or have graduated froma recog-
ni zed university providing baccalaureate level education wthin the
United States.
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(iii) Be enrolled as a full-tine student taking twelve or nore credits
per senester or quarter. Unless the student is participating in a non-
required senester outside of the acadenmic year i.e. a summer senester or
quarter.

(v) Mist conplete their undergraduate or graduate programw thin one
year of the determined length of the course work given that:

A) An eligible undergraduate programis structured to be conpleted
within four or five vyears, the recipient of the award nust conplete
their attendance of the programwthin five or six years; or

(B) An eligible graduate programthat is structured to be conpleted in
two or four years, nust be conpleted within the tine frane of three or
five vears.

4. Residence. a. An applicant for an award at the undergraduate |evel
of study shall be a legal resident of the State of New York; and

b. An applicant for an award at the graduate level of study shall be a
legal resident of the State of New York.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




