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STATE OF NEW YORK

6493

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 3, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BENJAMN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law and the correction law, in
relation to programs, supports and services for individuals being
rel eased fromstate and | ocal correctional facilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 4 of section 158 of the social services |aw, as
anended by section 44 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

4. (a) Social services officials shall determine eligibility for safe-
ty net assistance within forty-five days of receiving an application for
safety net assistance. Such officials shall notify applicants of safety
net assistance about the availability of assistance to neet energency
circunmstances or to prevent eviction.

(b) When a local social services district is identified as the
district of residence for an individual being released froma state or
local correctional facility, such district shall accept an application
for safety net assistance six nonths prior to such individual's earliest
expected release date. In the event the individual is not granted
parole, his or her application will be placed on hold status to be
re-activated and given a priority rank once such individual is granted
parole and an official release date is known. This special status shal
be defined by process conpletion of the application by the respective
district office within thirty days of receiving the official release
dat e.

§ 2. Subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section
209 of the social services |aw, as anended by section 4 of part E of
chapter 57 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

(iv) is aresident of the state and is either a citizen of the United
States or is not an alien who is or would be ineligible for federa

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD05052- 02- 1



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 6493 2

suppl enental security incone benefits solely by reason of alien status.
Provi ded however, an individual incarcerated in a state or local correc-
tional facility, with the intention of residing in the state of New York
upon their release, shall be eligible to apply for state suppl enental
paynents at |least six nonths prior to their earliest expected release
dat e. In the event the individual is not granted parole, his or her
application will be placed on hold status to be re-activated and given a
priority rank once such individual is granted parole and an officia

release date is known. This special status will be defined by process
conpletion of the application by the respective district office wthin
thirty days of receiving the official rel ease date

8 3. Subdivision 2 of section 112 of the correction |aw, as anended by
section 19 of subpart A of part C of chapter 62 of the laws of 2011, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

2. The conmi ssioner shall have the managenent and control of persons
released on comunity supervision and of all matters relating to such
persons' effective reentry into the comunity, as well as all contracts
and fiscal concerns thereof. The comm ssioner shall have the power and
it shall be his or her duty to inquire into all matters connected wth
said conmunity supervision. The conm ssioner shall make such rul es and
regul ations, not in conflict with the statutes of this state, for the
governance of the officers and other enployees of the departnent
assigned to said comunity supervision, and in regard to the duties to
be perforned by them as he or she deens proper and shall cause such
rules and regulations to be furnished to each enployee assigned to
perform conmunity supervision. The conm ssioner shall also prescribe a
system of accounts and records to be kept, which shall be wuniform The
comm ssioner shall also nake rules and regulations for a record of
phot ographs and other means of identifying each [#imsate] incarcerated
individual released to comunity supervision. The conm ssioner shal
appoi nt officers and ot her enpl oyees of the departnent who are assigned
to perform comunity supervision. Each incarcerated individual will be
eligible to apply for safety net assistance, supplenental security
inconme and state supplenental paynments prior to their earliest expected
rel ease date in accordance with section one hundred fifty-eight of the
social services law, 42 USC § 1383 and section twd hundred nine of the
social services |law, respectively. The departnent shall provide assist-
ance in conpleting and filing such applications and may contract with
not-for-profit providers with experience assisting individuals during
the application and appeals processes of such benefits to provide incar-
cerated individuals wth assistance conpleting applications for such
benefits.

8 4. The correction law is anmended by adding a new section 500-q to
read as foll ows:

8 500-g. Re-entry services. FEach incarcerated individual will be
eligible to apply for re-entry services, which nmust include, but are not
limted to safety net assistance, supplenental security inconme and state
suppl enental paynents prior to their earliest expected release date in
accordance wth section one hundred fifty-eight of the social services
law, 42 USC § 1383 and section two hundred nine of the social services
law, respectively. The offender rehabilitation coordinator or other
person in charge of re-entry services at a local correctional facility
will provide assistance in conpleting and filing such applications and
may contract with not-for-profit providers wth experience assisting

individuals during the application and appeal s processes for such bene-
fits to provide incarcerated individuals with assistance in conpleting
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applications for such benefits. Each correctional facility will be
required to report out to the crimnal justice conmittee of the New York
state legislature on how they are providing such re-entry services. Such
reporting nust include netrics on how many people were served and what
services were received

8§ 5. The correction law is anmended by adding a new section 71-b to
read as foll ows:

8 71-b. Reintegration pilot program 1. The departnent, in collab-
oration with the office of tenporary and disability assistance, the
office of nental health and the office of addiction services and
supports shall establish and conduct a five year reintegration pilot
program to help ensure incarcerated individuals within the correctiona
facilities receive the supports and services necessary to neaningfully
prepare for their release while still incarcerated, assist individuals
to reintegrate into the community upon release and reduce recidivism
Such pilot programshall be conducted in three correctional facilities,
one female and two nale facilities, selected by the departnent, taking
into consideration adequate geographic distribution within the state as
well as availability of sufficient links to supports and services
required by this section. For purposes of this pilot program there
shall be at |east one hundred incarcerated individuals who on a vol un-
tary basis request placenent in the pilot programup to one year before
their earliest expected release date. In the event the individual is not
granted parole, his or her application will be placed on hold status to
be re-activated and given a priority rank once such individual is grant-
ed parole and an official release date is known. This special status
will be defined by process conpletion of the application by the respec-
tive district office within thirty days of receiving the officia
release date. Upon admi ssion to the program each incarcerated individ-
ual shall receive an in-depth screening and assessnent to deternine
their specific needs as relating to, including but not limted to,
nental health and substance use disorder services, educational needs and
job readiness. In addition to an in-depth screening and assessnent,
participants in the pilot programshall also be linked with not-for-pro-
fit organizations and peer to peer engagenent opportunities to assi st
with the individual's reintegration planning. This shall occur no |ess
than six nonths prior to their expected release date and shall consi st
of, but not be limted to, assistance applying for public benefits,
referrals and links to nental health and/or substance use disorder
service providers if applicable, connections to enploynent opportunities
as well as job training prograns if appropriate, assistance finding
avai l able stable housing options to be avail able upon rel ease and gener-
al  supports and services that nay be helpful for an individual reinte-
grating back into the comunity. In the event the individual is not
granted parole, his or her application will be placed on hold status to
be re-activated and given a priority rank once such individual is grant-
ed parole and an official release date is known. This special status
will be defined by process conpletion of the application by the respec-
tive district office wthin thirty days of receiving the officia
rel ease date.

2. Upon release from the correctional facility, individuals wll
continue to receive supports and services, as needed. for an additiona
six nonths, to ensure the individual's successful reintegration into the
community. Such services shall include, but not be limted to, connect-
ing individuals to health and behavioral health services, as appropri-

ate, assistance ensuring conpliance with any parole or court mandated
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activities, connections to enploynent opportunities based on their
skills identified while incarcerated and assistance acquiring stable
af f ordabl e housing. The coll aborating agencies shall contract with not-
for-profit providers to effectuate the requirenents specified in this
section.

3. The conmi ssioner, in consultation with appropriate conmmunity organ-
izations, shall submt within one year of the effective date of this
section, and annually thereafter, a report to the governor, the tenpo-
rary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly on the
effectiveness of this pilot program Such reports shall include an anal -
ysis of the outcones of the pilot programand reconmendations for
continued efforts to neaningfully prepare incarcerated individuals for

their release while still incarcerated, assist individuals to reinte-
grate into the comunity upon rel ease and reduce recidivism Such infor-
mation provided in the report shall include, but not be linmted to,

information on the types of convictions of incarcerated individuals
participating in the pilot program the specific types of services that
were provided while incarcerated as well as upon rel ease; the outcones
and effectiveness, to the extent it is known, of such services provided;
whet her participants in the pilot program were able to find stable
affordable housing and/or enploynment during their participation in the
pilot programand any barriers that may have contributed to their
inability to find housing and/or enploynent; and any other information
or factors that were identified that may have created barriers to an
individual's reintegration once released and the additional services
that may alleviate those barriers.

4. No person shall have the right to denmand or require participation
in the pilot programauthorized by this section

5. Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize the depart-
nent to hold an incarcerated individual in confinenent beyond their
earliest rel ease date.

§ 6. The correction law is anended by adding a new section 11 to read
as foll ows:

g8 11. Identification card program 1. The conmni ssioner, in consulta-
tion with the comm ssioner of notor vehicles and the federal bureau of
prisons, shall develop a programto provide an identification card to

each incarcerated individual upon the release of such individuals from
the custody the departnent or fromthe custody of the federal bureau of
pri sons when such individual is a resident of New York state. No fee

shal | be charged to an inmate for the original issuance of such iden-
tification card
2. As used in this section, "identification card” shall have the sane

nmeaning as such termis defined in section four hundred ninety of the
vehicle and traffic |aw

§ 7. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall have becone a | aw. Effective inmediate-
ly, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut horized to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




