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STATE OF NEW YORK

5709

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 16, 2021

Introduced by Sens. COWRIE, LIU PERSAUD, RAMOS -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the D wa-
i school holiday

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is amended by addi ng a new section 3204-a
to read as foll ows:

8 3204-a. Hindu festival of lights school holiday. 1. The fifteenth
day of the H ndu lunisolar nonth of Kartik, known as lLakshnm Puja, shal
be a school holiday for any or all schools in a qualified schoo
district where the board of education or trustees determines such
school s have a significant South-Asian popul ation.

2. A qualified school district, for purposes of this section, shal
include a city school district of a city having a population of one
mllion or nore inhabitants and having an Asian population equal to or
greater than seven and one-half percent. The Asian population, for
purposes of this section, shall include those persons, adults and chil-
dren, who are fully or partially of Asian descent and shall include al
those persons and ethnic groups identified as Asian by the United States
census bureau in the nost recent decennial United States census. In the
event that the state of New York or the United States census bureau
collects population data for the state of New York which denotes the
nunber of citizens of Asian-lndian, Bangladeshi, and Sri lLankan descent,
then a qualified school district shall include a city school district of
a city having a population of one mllion or nore inhabitants and having
a_ South Asian population, including Asian-Ilndian, Bangl adeshi, and Sri
Lankan equal to or greater than three percent.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. The school authorities of every qualified school district are here-
by authorized and directed to cause all public schools wthin such
district to be closed on Lakshmi Puja, during the festival of Diwali.

8§ 2. Section 3604 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 7-a to read as foll ows:

7-a. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, for purposes of any
calculation under subdivision seven or eight of this section, the
conm ssioner shall disregard any reduction resulting from observance of
Lakshmi Puja, during the festival of Diwali and, if necessary, such
observed holiday shall be calculated as a session day.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law, provided that any and all rules and regu-
|ations and any other neasures necessary to inplenment any provision of
this act on its effective date nay be promul gated and taken, respective-
Iy, on or before such effective date.




