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STATE OF NEW YORK

5476

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 8, 2021

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to creating a statew de
dat abase for unidentified |iving persons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 837-w
to read as foll ows:

8§ 837-w. Statew de database for unidentified living persons. 1. There
is hereby established within the division a statewi de database for
unidentified living persons (the "database") to provide protocols to
assist hospitals in identifying unidentified patients and to provide a
st andardi zed process of reacting to requests for information from police
and family nenbers of nissing persons.

2. For the purposes of this section an "unidentified patient"” neans a
person who is brought to the energency departnent of a hospital or
otherwise admitted to a hospital without any identification and is not
able to self-identify or is unknown to hospital staff or the person or
person who delivered or acconpanied the patient to the hospital.

3. (a) Were a hospital is unable to identify a patient, the hospital
staff shall collect the identifying information set forth in this subdi-
vision and transnit such infornation to the division to log into the
dat abase.

(b) Ildentifying information shall include, but shall not be linmted
to:

(i) phot ographs of the unidentified individual:;

(ii) the location of the hospital where the individual was brought;
and

(iii) information allowed by the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996 (45CFR § 164.501 et seq.) for identification
pur poses incl uding:
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(A) bl ood type:

(B) type of injury;

(O date and tine of treatnent:; and

(D) description of distinguishing physical characteristics (sex,
hei ght /wei ght, hair/skin/eye color, tattoos, scars, etc.).

4. (a) The division shall log any identifying information into the

dat abase created by this section and shall conpare such information to

the state and national m ssing person databases including those created
by sections eight hundred thirty-seven-e, eight hundred thirty-seven-f

and eight hundred thirty-seven-f-1 of this article and the National
M ssing and Unidentified Persons Systemcreated by the Ofice of Justice
Prograns' National Institute of Justice. The division shall notify |oca
| aw enforcenent of potential matches of unidentified patients with m ss-

ing persons in such databases.
b Each hospital shall designate specific hospital staff nenbers who

shall have access to the database and who shall be authorized to provide
information to |aw enforcenent or famly nenbers who inquire regarding a
m ssing person. Such person shall also be responsible for nonitoring
incon ng requests and reports regarding nissing persons. The designated
staff nmenber shall adhere to protocols adopted by the hospital for
providing information to law enforcenent or fanily nenbers to identify
patients, including conformng to H PAA and other privacy and confi den-
tiality | aws.
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




