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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 16, 2021

Introduced by Sen. REICHLIN-MELNICK -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to providing public
school districts the authority to decline or change a schoo
bui I ding's designation as a polling location

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2002 of the education | aw, as
anended by section 5 of part C of chapter 58 of the laws of 1998, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. The annual neeting and el ection of each school district shall be
held on the third Tuesday of My in each year, provided, however that
such annual mneeting and el ection shall be held on the second Tuesday in
May if the commissioner at the request of a |ocal school board certifies
no later than March first that such election would conflict wth reli-
gious observances. Unless the hour and place thereof shall have been
fixed by a vote of a previous district neeting, the sane shall be held
in the school house at seven-thirty o' clock in the evening in the case of
a school district that is not divided into election districts and
conducts its election or vote by recording the ayes or noes of the qual -
ified voters attending, or, in the case of all other districts, during
at least six consecutive hours after six a.m, two of which hours shal
be after six p.m as determnmined by resolution of the trustees or board
of education, provided, however, that the trustees or board of education
of any school district that conducted its annual neeting at seven-thirty
p.m in nineteen hundred ninety-seven may conduct its annual el ection
and budget vote at such time in nineteen hundred ninety-eight. If a
district possesses nore than one school house, it shall be held in the
one usual ly enpl oyed for that purpose, unless the trustees or board of
education designate another, provided that if the school district is
divided into election districts such annual neeting and election shal
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be held at such place in each election district as the board of educa-
tion may designate. If by resolution of the trustees or board of educa-
tion the di strl ct [ pessesses—he—schoelhouse—or—it+the—scheelheuse—shall
] elects to designate a publicly

accessible | ocation within dlstrlct boundaries that is not a schoo
building for purposes of conducting the annual neeting and el ection
such annual neeting and election shall be held at such place as the
trustees or board of education, or the clerk, shall designate in the
noti ce.

§ 2. Section 2604 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 741 of
the |l aws of 1954, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 2604. Division of <city school district into school election

districts; elections held in school houses. The board of education of
each city school district shall adopt a resolution on or before the
first day of April, preceding the first annual school election held

hereunder, dividing the <city school district into school election
districts. The city school district shall be so divided that if circum
stances will permt, school election districts will be coterm nous wth
one or nore general election districts, and that, if practicable, there
shall be a schoolhouse in each election district. The election
districts thus fornmed shall continue in existence until nodified by
resol ution of the board of education. Such resolution shall accurately
describe the boundaries of such election districts by streets, alleys
and hi ghways, when practicable. School elections shall be held in such
school election districts so far as nmay be possible in the public
school houses therein[- i ! i
electi-on—dist+iets] ;. provided, however, the board of education [shaH]
may by resol ution designate [the—place] a publicly accessible alterna-
tive location where the election in such district shall be held.
Not wi t hst andi ng t he foregoi ng provisions of this section, the board of
education of any city school district of a city of less than ten thou-
sand i nhabitants may, by resolution, designate the entire city schoo
district as a single school district.
8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




