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STATE OF NEW YORK

3223--A

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 28, 2021

Introduced by Sens. PERSAUD, KRUEGER -- read tw ce and ordered printed
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Social Services
-- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended
and recomtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to allow ng persons
applying for or receiving public assistance to be interviewed by phone

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 4 of section 132 of
the social services |aw, paragraph (a) as anmended by chapter 214 of the
| aws of 1998 and paragraph (b) as added by section 23 of part B of chap-
ter 436 of the laws of 1997, are amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Investigation into the cause of the condition of a head of house-
hold or of any adult applicant or recipient and the treatnment which wll
be hel pful to such person shall include a screening for alcohol and/or
substance abuse using a standardized screening instrunent to be devel -
oped by the office of [alecehoHsm—and—substance—abuse—servi-ces]
addiction services and supports in consultation with the departnent.
Such screening shall be perforned by a social services district at the
time of application and periodically thereafter but not nore frequently
than every six nonths, unless the district has reason to believe that an
applicant or recipient is abusing or dependent on al cohol or drugs, 1in
accordance with regulations pronul gated by the departnment. Such screen-
ing may be conducted by telephone at the social services district's
option.

(b) Wien the screening process indicates that there is reason to
believe that an applicant or recipient is abusing or dependent on alco-
hol or drugs, the social services district shall require a formal alco-
hol or substance abuse assessnent, which may include drug testing, to be
perfornmed by an al cohol and/or substance abuse professional credential ed
by the office of [alcehelismand—substance—abuse—services| addiction
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services and supports. The assessnent nmay be performed directly by the
district or pursuant to contract with the district. Such assessnment may
be conducted by tel ephone at the social services district's option.

8 2. Subdivision 3 of section 134-a of the social services law, as
anended by chapter 219 of the laws of 1973, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. The social services official shall require that persons applying
for or receiving public assistance and care be intervi ewed personally at
a time and in a manner provided by the regulations of the departnment,
and such interview may be a phone interview at the social services offi-
cial's option. Applicants or recipients shall be excused from such
requi rements to avoid hardship, as defined by regul ations of the depart-
ment. Hardship shall include but not be limted to circunstances includ-
ing infirmty, serious illness or physical disability.

§ 3. Subdivision 2 of section 349-a of the social services law, as
added by section 36 of part B of chapter 436 of the |aws of 1997, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. Such inquiry shall be performed wutilizing a wuniversal screening
form to be developed by the departnent after consultation with the
office for the prevention of donestic violence and statew de donestic
vi ol ence advocacy groups. Such screening nmay be conducted by tel ephone
at the social services district's option. An individual may request such
screening at any time, and any individual who at any tine self identi-
fies as a victimof donestic violence shall be afforded the opportunity
for such screening.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




