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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2021

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to accreditation,
approval, and operation of nmidw fery birth centers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 11 of section 2803 of the public health |aw, as
added by chapter 397 of the laws of 2016, is amended to read as foll ows:

11. (a) The conmi ssioner shall make regulations relating to mdw fery
birth centers, including relating to establishnent, construction, and
operation, considering the standards of state and national professiona
associations of mdwifery birth centers, in consultation with represen-
tatives of mdwi ves, mdwifery birth centers, and general hospitals
provi di ng obstetric services.

(b) (i) As used in this subdivision, "accrediting organization" neans
a national accrediting organization that provides accreditation to
mdwi fery birth centers, recognized by the comm ssioner in consultation
with representatives of mdwives, mdwifery birth centers, and general
hospitals providing obstetric services. The conm ssioner shall not
unreasonably withhold recognition of an organization seeking to be
recogni zed under this paragraph.

(ii) Where a proposed nmdwifery birth center denonstrates the intent
and capability to obtain and nmaintain accreditation by an accrediting
organi zation, it shall be deened to neet the requirenents of this arti-
cle for a mdwifery birth center for approval of a certificate of incor-
poration, articles of organization and establishnent, as to any matter
provided for in the accrediting organization's standards.

(iii) Regulations and requirenments of the conm ssioner for approval of
a certificate of incorporation, articles of organization, establishnment,
and operation of a mdwifery birth center established or seeking to be
established under this article, including a deternination of public need
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and conpliance with operational and physical plant standards, shall not
be inconsistent with article one hundred forty of the education |aw and
the standards of the accrediting organization fromwhich the mdwfery
birth center proposes to seek, seeks or has obtained accreditation.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




