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STATE OF NEW YORK

1395--A

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 11, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BROOKS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said committee

AN ACT to amend the mlitary law and the education law, in relation to
the identification of mlitary connected youth

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The mlitary law is anended by adding a new section 19-b to
read as foll ows:

8 19-b. Mlitary education coordinator. The trustees or board of
education of every school district with twenty or nore enrolled students
who are mlitary connected youth as defined in this chapter shall incor-
porate into the policies of the district specific procedures that
outline actions to take in support of students who are the children of
mlitary fanilies who transition to and fromthe school district, and
designate a nmlitary education coordinator to serve as the prinmary point
of contact for each child of a mlitary famly and his or her parent or
|l egal guardian, who shall have specialized know edge regarding the
educational needs of <children of nilitary famlies and the obstacles
that children of mlitary fanmilies face in obtaining an education. The
adj ut ant general shall supply relevant resources for the orientation and
training of public school mlitary education coordinators under this
section.

8§ 2. The nilitary law is anmended by adding a new article 14 to read as
foll ows:

ARTICLE XIV
CH LDREN OF M LI TARY FAM LI ES
Section 400. Definitions.
401. Mlitary connected youth.
402. Equal rights and educational opportunity.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD03596- 04- 1



O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

S. 1395--A 2

403. Mlitary children of a parent serving in a reserve conpo-
nent or the mlitia of the state.

8 400. Definitions. As wused in this article, the term"nmlitary
connected youth" shall nmean (a) a mlitary-connected student as defined
in the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, 20 U.S.C.A. 8§ 1005; or (b) a
person under the age of eighteen, having an imediate famly nenber,
including a parent, step-parent., sibling or any other person residing in
the sane household, who is on active duty in; serving in the reserve
conponent; serving in organized mlitia of the state; or recently
retired from the (i) United States Arny; (ii) United States Air Force
(iii) United States Marine Corps; (iv) United States Navy:; (v) United
States Space Force; (vi) National Guard; (vii) United States Coast
Guard; (wviii) National OCceanic and Atnospheric Administration; or (ix)
United States Public Health Service.

8 401. Mlitary connected youth. The adjutant general or his or her
designee shall, in consultation with the conpact conm ssioner of the
Interstate Conpact on Educational Opportunity for Mlitary Children
adopted under article sixty-six of the education law, and the board of
regents, develop a process for school districts and charter schools to
annually identify enrolled students who are nilitary connected youth.
The identification of a mlitary connected youth shall not be considered
a public record and shall not be made public by any person, except as
perm tted under the provisions of the Famly FEducational R ghts and
Privacy Act of 1974, 20 U S.C. 8 1232g. et seq. The board of regents may
promulgate rules and requlations to effectuate the purposes of this
section.

8 402. Equal rights and educational opportunity. Notwi thstanding any
other provision of law mlitary connected youth shall have equitable
access to acadenic courses and prograns and to extracurricul ar acadenic,
athletic, and social prograns.

8 403. Mlitary children of a parent serving in a reserve conponent or
the mlitia of the state. In consultation with the Adjutant General and
the conpact commi ssioner of the Interstate Conpact on Educati onal Qppor-
tunity for Mlitary Children adopted under article sixty-six of the
education law, the board of regents nay from tine to tine pronulgate
such rules and reqgulations as may be needed to extend benefits and
provisions simlar to those set forth for mlitary-connected students as
defined in the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 by the Interstate
Conpact on FEducational Opportunity for Mlitary Children, to all mli-
tary connected youth, in order to renpve barriers to educational success
that may be experienced by children of military fanmilies due to frequent
noves and deploynent of their parents, by such neans including, but not
limted to:

1. Facilitating the tinely enrollnent of mlitary connected youth and
ensuring they are not placed at a di sadvantage due to difficulty in the
transfer of education records froma previous public school, including a
public school in another state;

2. Facilitating the student placenment process so mlitary connected
youth are not di sadvantaged by variations in attendance requirenents,
scheduling, |esson sequencing, grading. course content, and assessnent;

3. Facilitating the qualification and eligibility for enrollnent,
educational prograns, and participation in extracurricular activities by
mlitary connected youth;

4. Facilitating the on-tinme graduation of mlitary connected youth;




O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

S. 1395--A 3

5. Providing for the uniformcollection and sharing of information
regarding mlitary connected vyouth between and anopng public schoo

districts; and

6. Pronpting flexibility and cooperation between the educational
system parents and | egal quardians, and students in order to achieve

educational success for nmlitary connected youth.

8§ 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 3245 to read
as foll ows:

8§ 3245. MIlitary student census. The trustees or board of education of
every school district shall determine whether a student's parent is a

nenber of:

(A) the arned forces of the United States who is on active duty;
(B) the reserve conponent of a branch of the arned forces of the
United States:; or

(C) the national guard.
§ 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to the
2023--2024 school year and all school years conmencing thereafter.




