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STATE OF NEW YORK

1242

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 8, 2021

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to enacting the "New York
21st century civilian conservation corps act" as a neans of providing
gai nful enploynent to unenpl oyed and underenpl oyed residents of the
state; and naking an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The labor law is anended by adding a new article 34 to read
as foll ows:
ARTICLE 34
NEW YORK 21ST CENTURY Cl VI LI AN CONSERVATI ON CORPS ACT
Section 960. Short title.
961. Establishnent and operation of civilian conservation corps.
962. Administration of civilian conservation corps.
963. Project subm ssion and approval.

8 960. Short title. This article shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York 21st century civilian conservation corps act".

8 961. Establishnent and operation of civilian conservation corps. 1
Est abl i shment and purpose. In order to relieve the acute condition of
wi despread distress and unenploynent existing in the state of New York
and to provide for the restoration of depleted natural resources in the
state and the advancenent of an orderly program of useful public works,
the conmi ssioner, in consultation with the office of parks., recreation
and historic preservation, the departnent of environnental conservation,
the departnment of agriculture and markets, and the canal corporation
may establish and operate a civilian conservation corps to enploy resi-
dents of the state, who are otherw se unenployed or underenployed, in
the construction, mintenance, and carrying on of works of a public
nature in connection wth:

(a) the forestation of |ands belonging to the state;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(b) the prevention of forest fires, floods, and soil erosion;

(c) plant pest and di sease control;

(d) the construction, maintenance, or repair of paths, trails, and
fire-lanes in the state park system public |lands, and other |ands under
the jurisdiction of the state;

(e) urban forestry and greening. including tree planting. gardening
projects, and water managenent projects in urban areas; and

(f) such other work on state |and, |ands adm ni stered or owned by
nunicipalities of the state and private or federal |and where such works
are deened to be in the interest of the public, that the conni ssioner
deternmines to be desirable.

2. Role of state agencies. To operate the civilian conservation corps,
the commissioner, in consultation with the office of parks. recreation
and historic preservation, the departnent of environnmental conservation
the departnent of agriculture and markets, and the canal corporation,
may utilize the services of existing state departnents and agenci es.

3. Inclusion of other lands. The conmi ssioner nay extend the activ-
ities of the civilian conservation corps to lands owned by a politica
subdivision of a state and lands in private ownership, but only for the
pur pose of conducting such kinds of cooperation work as are otherw se
authorized by law in preventing and controlling forest fires and the
attacks of forest tree pests and di seases and such work as is necessary
and in the public interest to control fl oods.

4. Contract authority. For the purpose of carrying out this act, the
conm ssioner may enter into such contracts or agreenents with states as
may be necessary, including provisions for utilization of existing state
adninistrative agenci es.

5. Acquisition of real property. The conmm ssioner, or the head of any
departnent or agency authorized by the conmissioner to construct any
project or to carry on any public works under this act, may acquire rea
property for such project or public work by purchase, donation, condem
nation, or otherw se.

6. Training program The conmmissioner, in consultation with the office
of parks, recreation and historic preservation, the departnent of envi-
ronnental conservation, the departnent of agriculture and nmarkets, and
the canal corporation, and in cooperation with the SUNY coll ege of envi-
ronnental science and forestry, shall develop and administer a training
program to provide nenbers of the corps with the skills, training and
education necessary to inplenent the provisions of this act.

7. Coordination with not-for-profit corporations. In carrying out the
provisions of this act, the civilian conservation corps nmay work in
association and coordinate projects with not-for-profit corporations
which are sinmlarly situated in their m ssion and purpose.

8 962. Adnministration of civilian conservation corps. 1. Enploynent
preference. Persons enployed in the civilian conservation corps shall be
residents of the state of New York. The enploynent in the civilian
conservation corps shall require the enployment of persons residing in

underrepresented communities. |If the comm ssioner determ nes t hat
amounts appropriated to carry out a civilian conservation corps under
this act for a fiscal year will be insufficient to enploy all of the

residents of the state described in section nine hundred sixty-one of
this act who are seeking or likely to seek enploynent in the civilian
conservation corps and continue the enploynent of current enployees who
desire to renmnin in the civilian conservation corps., the conmi ssioner
shall enploy additional persons in the civilian conservation corps in
the follow ng order of preference:
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(a) Unenpl oyed veterans of the arned forces and unenpl oyed nenbers of
the reserve conponents of the arned forces.

(b) Unenpl oyed residents who have exhausted their entitlenent to unem
pl oynent conpensation.

(c) Unenployed residents, who immediately before enploynent in the
civilian conservation corps, are eligible for unenpl oynent conpensation
payable under any state |law or federal unenploynent conpensation |aw,
including any additional conpensation or extended conpensation under
such | aws.

(d) OGher residents described in section nine hundred sixty-one of
this act.

2. Housing and care of enployees. The conm ssioner may provide housing
for persons enployed in the civilian conservation corps and furnish them
wi th such subsistence, clothing, nedical attendance and hospitalization
and cash allowance, as may be necessary, during the period they are so
enpl oyed.

3. Transportation. The conm ssioner nmay provide for the transportation
of persons enployed in the civilian conservation corps to and fromthe
pl aces of enploynent.

4. Non-discrimnation. In enploying residents for the civilian conser-
vation corps. no discrinmnation shall occur in accordance with state and
federal enploynment |law, except that no individual under conviction for
crime and serving sentence therefore shall be enployed under the
provisions of this act.

8 963. Project subnmission and approval. 1. Receipt and selection of
projects. The civilian conservation corps shall

(a) receive project proposals submtted by state departnents and agen-
cies pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision two of this section; and

(b) select project proposals that neet the criteria pursuant to para-
graph (b) of subdivision two of this section.

2. Subm ssion of project proposals. (a) Not later than thirty days
after the effective date of this article, and subsequently at such tines
as the civilian conservation corps shall request, the commissioner, in
consultation with the office of parks, recreation and historic preserva-
tion, the departnent of environnental conservation, the departnent of
agriculture and nmarkets, and the canal corporation shall subnit
proposals to the corps for projects within the jurisdiction of each such
conm ssioner or other administrator that satisfy the criteria described
in paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(b) Any project to be considered for the civilian conservation corps
shall neet the following criteria:

(i) the project shall produce a higher nunber of enployee hours for
corps nenbers;

(ii) the project is wthin the scope of training prograns already
available to or that can be nade readily available to corps nenbers; and

(iii) the project would provide a continuing contribution to econonic
growth, environnental health, flood and fire prevention, or sustainabil-
ity once it has been conpl eted.

3. Nature of projects. Projects under this section shall include those
projects set forth in subdivision one of section nine hundred sixty-one
of this act.

4. Approval of projects. The civilian conservation corps shall approve
those proposals which are submtted pursuant to and neet the criteria
set forth in subdivision tw of this section and shall provide funding

for such projects fromanounts appropriated for the program
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5. Responsibility for projects. An eligible departnent that has
submitted a project proposal pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision
two of this section shall be responsible for the admnistration and
conpletion of such project.

6. Contracts. An eligible departnment shall be a party to any contract
that governs a project approved and funded in any nanner under this
section. Departnents nay contract with private corporations having tax
exenpt status under section 501 (c) (3) of the United States Interna
Revenue Code and privately held businesses for part or all of an
approved project subject to the approval of the program

7. Reports. Not later than six nonths after the effective date of this
section, and biannually thereafter on June thirtieth and Decenber thir-
ty-first of each vyear, the civilian conservation corps shall subnmt a
report to the legislature which includes:

(a) the nunber of project proposals submtted to the civilian conser-
vation corps:;

(b) the nunber of projects approved by the programduring the report-
ing period:

(c) the nunber of projects conpleted by the date of the report; and

(d) with respect to each approved project, a project description that
includes information about whether the project is conplete and such
other information as the civilian conservation corps detern nes appro-

priate.
8. Audits. The office of the conptroller shall conduct an annual audit

of :

(a) the performance and activities of the civilian conservation corps;

(b) the performance and conpletion of projects; and

(c) the performance of the eligible agencies with respect to such
proj ects.

§ 2. The sumof forty mllion dollars ($40, 000,000), or so nmuch there-
of as nmay be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
| abor out of any nmoneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the
credit of the state purposes account, not otherw se appropriated, and
made immediately available, for the purpose of carrying out the
provisions of article 34 of the |abor |aw, as added by section one of
this act. Such noneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the
conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the conmi ssioner of
| abor in the manner prescribed by |aw

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




