Assenbl y Resol ution No. 956
BY: M of A Werner

HONORI NG Rabbi Linda Motzkin and Rabbi Jonat han
Rubenstei n upon the occasion of their retirenent
from Tenple Sinai after 36 years of joint |eadership

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
outstanding individuals whose professional lives, personal endeavors,
and community service are an exanple and inspiration to their
col | eagues, friends, famly, and community; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Rabbi Linda Mt zki n and Rabbi Jonat han Rubenstein upon the occasion of
their retirement from Tenple Sinai, followng 36 years of joint
| eader shi p; and

WHEREAS, Since 1986, Linda Mdtzkin and Jonathan Rubenstein have
served as co-Rabbis at Tenple Sinai in Saratoga Springs, New York, where
they noved shortly after they were ordai ned and where they raised their
three children, Ruhi Sophia, Ari Shal omand Shira Bracha; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Linda Mt zkin and Rabbi Jonat han Rubenstein were the
first rabbinic couple to share the sole rabbinic position in a
synagogue; and

VWHEREAS, Tenple Sinai, Saratoga's first Reform synagogue established
in the early 1960s as a study group conposed of 12 famlies, has grown
under the |eadership of Rabbi Linda Mtzkin and Rabbi Jonathan
Rubenstein to include 175 fam lies and individual nmenbers representing a
diversity of lifestyles, professions and religious observances; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Linda Mtzkin and Rabbi Jonathan Rubenstein have,
t hr ough their dedication and creativity, expanded Tenple Sinai's
prograns and activities, including religious education, youth prograns,
Hebrew | anguage instruction, and nany other conmttees and cl ubs which
offer an array of opportunities for the community; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Linda Mtzkin and Rabbi Jonathan Rubenstein have
encouraged the religious education of hundreds of children and young
adults, fostering lifelong | earning of the Torah and Hebrew traditions,
as well as inspiring Tenple Sinai's young nmenbers to donate their tine
and energies to such charities as Shelters of Saratoga, the Franklin
Community Center, and | ocal hospices; and

VWHEREAS, Committed to helping those in need, Rabbi Jonathan
Rubenstein | eads Tenple Sinai's Bread and Torah project, a non-profit



bakery operated from the synagogue's kitchen which hel ps those |ess
fortunate, provides training and enploynent to I ndi vi dual s W th

disabilities and distributes challah weekly to nursing hone residents;
and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Linda Mtzkin is anong a handful of fenmale scribes
around the world and has initiated a Conmmunity Torah Project, a
| ong-term undertaking designed to involve a wide range of participants
in various steps in the hands-on process of nmaking a Torah scroll, from
the processing of deerskins into parchnment panels to the proofreadi ng of
the conpleted text; and

WHEREAS, In addition to their duties at Tenple Sinai, Rabbi Linda
Mot zki n has served as the H gh Holy Day Chaplain at Skidnore Coll ege,
and Rabbi Jonathan Rubenstein has served as Pastoral Care Director at
Four W nds- Saratoga, a private psychiatric hospital; and

VWHEREAS, It has al ways been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor and support those individuals who have displayed their
commitnent to the betternment of their communities, and it is the intent
of this Legislative Body to inscribe upon its records, this tribute to
Rabbi Linda Mtzkin and Rabbi Jonathan Rubenstein, t hat future
generations may know and appreciate their admrable characters, their
many benevol ent deeds, and the respect and esteem in which they are
hel d; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Rabbi Linda Mtzkin and Rabbi Jonathan Rubenstein wupon the
occasion of their retirement from  Tenple Sinai after 36 years of joint
| eadershi p; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Rabbi Linda Mt zkin and Rabbi Jonat han Rubenstei n.



