Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 805
BY: M of A Zebrowski

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 2022, as Polish Anerican Heritage Mnth in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in Kkeeping wth its
ti me-honored traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimOCctober 2022, as Polish
Anerican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Polish Anericans were anong the first inmgrants in the
country with roots tracing back to a 1608 inmmgration to Virginia,;
today, there are approximately 9 mllion Polish-Anericans living in the
United States; and

WHEREAS, New York City is honme to the |argest Polish population in
the United States; Sloan, New York, is conprised of nearly 50 percent
Polish residents; and

VWHEREAS, Polish Anericans have nade significant contributions to
Anerican society as war heroes, doctors, politicians, mnusicians, and
athl etes; and

VWHEREAS, Pul aski, New York, is naned after General Casimr Pul aski,
a Polish-Anerican war hero of the American Revol ution who nost fanously
|l ed an i nmpronptu charge in the Battle of Brandywine to protect the
retreat of George Washington and the Continental Arny; in Cctober of
1779, he gave the ultimate sacrifice and died in battle; and

VWHEREAS, Polish Anerican and prom nent political scientist Zbigniew
Brzezi nski served as a counselor to President Lyndon B. Johnson, as well
as United States National Security Advisor to President Jimry Carter;
t oday, he serves as the Robert E. Osgood Professor of Anerican Foreign
Policy at Johns Hopkins University's School of Advanced International
St udi es; and

VWHEREAS, Edmund Muskie, a forner CGovernor of Maine, a United States
Senator, and Secretary of State, has held the highest office anong
Pol i sh Americans, and was the only Polish-American to be nom nated for
Vice President by a major party; and

WHEREAS, Another faned Polish Anerican Revolutionary War Hero,
Tadeusz Kosciuszko, also died in Cctober; he was the chief engineer in
I nproving defenses at West Point, designing fortifications of the Wst
Point garrison at a tinme when George Washi ngton cl ai ned West Point to be
the nost inportant mlitary post in Amrerica; and



VWHEREAS, Tadeusz Kosciuszko, a champion of equality, was also a
friend of Thomas Jefferson; although ultimately unfulfilled, he left his

estate to the abolition of slavery, and education of slaves in his wll;
and

VWHEREAS, Polish Anerican Wadimr Krzyzanowski organized a vol unteer
unit of Polish and German Anericans from New York in the Gvil Wr
officially titled the 58th New York Infantry Regi nent, but nore commonly
known as the Polish Legion; and

VWHEREAS, Polish Anerican inmgrant from Germany, Dr. Marie Elizabeth
Zakrzewska, together with Dr. Elizabeth Bennett, opened the New York
Infirmary for Wonen and Children in 1857, the first hospital focusing on
pedi atric and wonen's health; and

WHEREAS, Musician and Polish American Ray Manzarek was a founding
menber of the classic rock band The Doors, and John Rzeznik is a
founding nenber and current front nman of the rock band the Goo Goo
Dol I's; and

VWHEREAS, Mj or League Baseball Hall of Fanmer and Triple Crown W nner
Carl Yastrzenski, and Duke University Men's Basketball Coach M ke
Krzyzewski are both of Polish decent; in addition, Coach Krzyzewski is
the w nni ngest coach in NCAA Division | Men's Basketball history, and
reached 1,000 w ns in January of 2015, at Madi son Square Garden in New
York City; and

WHEREAS, Polish Anerican Heritage Month is a tine to celebrate the
aspirations and values that have been shared with Polish people for
generations, and to recognize the countless contributions of Americans
and New Yorkers of Polish descent to every aspect of society; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimCGCctober 2022, as Polish
Anerican Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



