Assenbly Resol ution No. 756
BY: M of A Friend

COVMEMORATI NG  the 200t h Anni versary of the
foundi ng of the Town of Big Flats, New York

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to honor and
comenor at e the distinguished histories of the comunities which
conprise the noble body of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 200t h Anniversary of the founding of the Town of Big
Flats, New York, in Chermung County, New York; and

WHEREAS, Located between what is now Elnmra and Corning, New York,
Big Flats was originally inhabited by nunerous Native American groups,
the largest of which were the Runonvea, who naned the fertile and fl at
| and, Atsingnetsing; early settlers shortened the nanme to Sing Sing, and
referred to it as the Great Flatts; and

WHEREAS, After the Native Anericans left the area, an act was passed
by the State of New York nost favorable to persons who would settle in
this new land, by giving |land grants in March of 1783; and

VWHEREAS, Four vyears later, Christian Myneer (Mnier), his wife and
seven children cane up the river through the "Gateway to Big Flats" and
| anded on the north side of the Chenung River where he planted an
orchard and built the first log house; in March of 1791 he received an
official deed and since then, many of his fam |y nenbers have conti nued
to call Big Flats their hone; and

VWHEREAS, Shortly thereafter, other settlers began to arrive, and a
Baptist Church was organized in 1807, land for a cenetery donated in
1809, a post office was built in 1809, and the Town of Big Flats
(Flatts) was officially established in 1822; and

VWHEREAS, The early settlers made a living through |unbering, and by
1850, at least nine sawnmlls flourished within the town; farmng then
took over as a main source of inconme for the residents; and

VWHEREAS, Meanwhile, the Feeder Canal had been built from G bson
through Big Flats and joined the Chenmung Canal at Horseheads; opened in
1833, the 16-mle waterway brought an influx of traffic through Big
Flats bringing coal, grain and |unber to and from Al bany, New York; and

VWHEREAS, In the md- to late-1800s, the Erie and the Delaware
Lackawanna and Western Railroad were built to accommbdate shi ppi ng of
dairy products and ani mals; and

WHEREAS, |In 1850, the first tobacco was growmm in the rich valley
soil, making it a main source of incone; by 1918, approximtely 2,000
acres were cultivated for tobacco and there were five cigar-rolling



factories in the village; and

VWHEREAS, The Schwei zer Corporation, a sail plane manufacturer, noved
to the region and used Harris Hill to launch their products; it soon
becane known as the dider Capital of America; and

WHEREAS, Continuing its history of aeronautics, Anmerican Airways
| eased 100 acres of |land for an energency landing strip in 1926-1927,
henceforth establishing the Elmra-Corning Regional Airport; fromits
hunbl e begi nnings, the airport has grown to 1,000 of acres wth
t housands of travel ers enbarking for destinations around the world; and

WHEREAS, Today, the Town of Big Flats enconpasses 26,097 acres of
|l and, has a population of approximately 7,000 residents, and is
conpri sed of 200 busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, The Town is the hone of 13 parks, the Wngs of Eagles
Di scovery Center, the National Soaring Museum Tangl ewood Nature Center
and the Big Flats Hi storical Society's Miseum and

WHEREAS, Renmaining fruitful over the ebb and flow of decades of
grow h and change, the Town of Big Flats continues its commtnent to
enhancing the quality of |life of its citizens, ensuring a positive
busi ness, institutional and educational <climate, and providing al
essential services; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 200th Anniversary of the founding of the Town of Big
Flats, New York, recognizing the significance of the role it continues
to play in the life of the community of the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Edward Fairbrother, Supervisor, the Town of Big Flats,
New Yor K.



