Assenbly Resol ution No. 710
BY: M of A  Lenondes

COVMEMORATI NG the 50th Anniversary of the Central
New York Maple Festival

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in Kkeeping wth
its traditions, to honor and conmenorate the proud and distingui shed
hi stories of the communities which conprise the noble body of this great
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmenorate the
50th Anniversary of the Central New York Maple Festival on April 2-3,
2022, in Marathon, New York; and

WHEREAS, In 1799, the first settlers, Japheth Hunt and fanmly,
arrived in Marathon, New York, a village situated along the southern
border of Cortland County; and

WHEREAS, On April 21, 1818, the Village was fornmed from the
sout hwest quarter of the Town of Cincinnatus of the Mlitary Tract then
called Harrison; its nane was officially changed to Marathon in 1829;
and

VWHEREAS, Marathon's First Annual Maple Festival was held on March
27-28, 1971 under a bl anket of snow, and

VWHEREAS, The Mapl e Festival organizers were not prepared for the
event that was about to happen that weekend over fifty years ago; over
30,000 visitors attended the First Annual Maple Festival, significantly
nore than the 5,000 the conmttee had hoped for; and

VWHEREAS, Furt her nore, during this inaugural event, all the
organi zations offering food sold out on the first day; subsequently,
many vol unteers cooked, baked and prepared food well into the night,
whi l e others shopped at neighboring villages to get what was needed for
t he second day of the festival; and

WHEREAS, There were <cars arriving bearing license plates fromthe
Al bany Capital District as well as from Oneonta, Oneida, Ithaca, and the
triple cities area in the Southern Tier, wth a heavy influx from
Syracuse, Onondaga and Cortland counties; there were even out of state
plates from Florida, Mchigan, Mntana, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut;
and

VWHEREAS, Nearly 3,000 persons enjoyed the pancake breakfast at the
Mar at hon School cafeteria during the two-day festival, with esti mtes of
225 dozen eggs, 719 pounds of sausage, nore than 350 pounds of flour,
and 33 gallons of nmaple syrup, all produced locally with approxi mately
25 volunteers manning the kitchen and cafeteria throughout both days;
and

WHEREAS, The throngs of visitors noved up and down Main Street,



around the fire station to the sugar shack at Lovell Field where |1ong
lines of people waited patiently to see the sugaring process; and

VWHEREAS, There was nuch to see and do while enjoying the fine
weekend weather, with both Peck Menorial Library and the Fahey Buil ding
receiving their share of visitors; the Marathon Central School was al so
a focal point where nore than 40 boot hs di splayed handicrafts, plants,
foods, arts and crafts, and the crowning of the First Maple Festival
Queen and her court; and

VWHEREAS, The community, with all its tired, excited and determ ned
vol unteers, pulled off what woul d be hailed as the biggest challenge the
vill age had ever encountered, apart fromthe Big Bl ackout of 1965; and

WHEREAS, The benefits of that first Maple Festival have given the
residents of Marathon a sense of pride and acconplishnment which
continues to Ilive through the people who faithfully work together for
the betternent of their bel oved community; and

WHEREAS, Just as the pioneers of this vital festival overcane nuch
adversity 50 years ago, COVID 19 paused the Festival's 50th Anniversary
event in 2020, but that did not going to stop this |Ioyal community from
celebrating with a drive through festival entitled, "49 and Hol di ng";
and

WHEREAS, This year, the Marathon comunity will gat her in
recognition of the Maple Festival's Gol den Anniversary, telling stories
of past festivals and celebrating a conmmunity who dared to dream big and
work hard to nake their dream cone true; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
communities and events of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Central New York Maple Festival
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Conmunity Menbers of Marathon, New YorKk.



