Assenbly Resol ution No. 676
BY: M of A Jensen

COVMEMORATI NG t he 200t h Anni versary of the Town of
G eece

WHEREAS, It 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to honor and
commenorate the distinguished histories of the comunities whi ch
conprise the noble body of this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York takes great pride in recognizing and
celebrating inportant mlestones in the history of towms in the Enpire
State; and

VWHEREAS, One such town, the Town of Greece, is celebrating the 200th
Anniversary of its founding; it was founded in 1822 with an offici al
anni versary date of March 22nd; and

WHEREAS, The Town of Greece was originally inhabited by nonmadic
I ndi genous tribes settled in the Finger Lakes Area and noved northward
to Lake Ontario in 1300 A.D.; and

VWHEREAS, By 1550, the dom nant Native Anerican Nations in the region
joined to forman Alliance known as the Haudenosaunee Confederacy,
consi sting of the Mohawk, Oneida, Cayuga, Onondaga, and Seneca; and

VWHEREAS, The Town of Geece was hone to the Seneca for severa
hundred years and being | ocated on the western end of the Haudenosaunee
Conf ederacy made the Seneca the "Keepers of the Western Door"; and

VWHEREAS, In 1669, the Town of Geece was visited by the French
Expl orer La Salle and becane the |ocation of nunerous English troops
during the war with the French for control of North America; and

WHEREAS, Oiginally called Northanpton, the Town of G eece was
chartered by the New York State Legislature on March 22, 1822, and was
naned G eece because of the wave of synpathy toward G eeks who were
fighting for independence from Turkish rule; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 13, 1862, the 140th New York Infantry Regi ment
was created, and Greece residents were placed into I Conpany; and

WHEREAS, The 140th would play a vital role at the Battle of
Gettysburg, specifically at the fighting at Little Round Top; it is
estimated that 245 of the original 1,000 nen called to arnms in the 140th
New Yor k Regi ment would answer its final call to nuster; and

VWHEREAS, During the early 1900s, nunerous technol ogi cal and econom c
advancenents woul d occur that would propel G eece and Rochester to the
forefront of American industry; and

WHEREAS, Photography nagnate George Eastnan opened the very first
Kodak plant in 1891; Kodak becane the |argest enployer in the area and



G eece played a significant role in Kodak's worl dw de success; and

VWHEREAS, Anot her maj or econom ¢ devel opment woul d occur in 1931 from
John and Walter Wegman; the two brothers founded Wegmans Food Markets
whi ch has grown significantly over the last 75 years into the country's
prem er grocery operation, wth Wgnmans enploying 52,000 people
national ly; and

WHEREAS, Over the last 200 years, the Town of Geece and its
residents have played a vital role not only in our Jlocal history but
also upon the national stage; the Town of Geece | ooks forward to
anot her 200 years of growh, prosperity, and peace; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 200t h Anniversary of the Town of G eece, recognizing the
significance of the role it continues to play in the life of the
communities of the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Town of G eece.



