Assenbl y Resol ution No. 575
BY: M of A Lupardo

RECOGNI ZI NG February 24, 2022, as Student Press
Freedom Day

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
February 24, 2022, as Student Press Freedom Day; and

WHEREAS, On January 13, 1988, the Suprene Court ruling in the
Hazel wood School District v. Kuhlneier case greatly expanded the ability
of school officials to censor student work; and

WHEREAS, Established in 2018 by the Student Press Law Center to mark
the 30th anniversary of the Kuhl neier decision, Student Press Freedom
Day is an occasion to celebrate the field of student journalism and
advocate for freedom of speech, and liberty from censorship; and

WHEREAS, bserved annual ly, Student Press FreedomDay is a national
day of action when student journalists in the United States raise
awar eness of the chall enges they face, celebrate their contributions to
their schools and communities, and take actions to protect and restore
their First Anendnent freedons; and

WHEREAS, On February 24, 2022, the Student Press Law Center 1is
holding a day of action known as Student Press Freedom Day; student

journalists nust be enpowered to tell the stories nobst inportant to
their communities, free from overt censorship; the theme for Student
Press FreedomDay 2022 is "Unnute Yourself!" a series of events,

trainings and comunity building opportunities designed to wuplift
student journalists' voices and prepare themto fight for press freedom
journalism and

VWHEREAS, New  Voi ces of New York, the high school student
organi zation in New York which advocates for student press freedons, 1is
a novenent to enpower student journalists; and

VWHEREAS, The integrity of journalismis derived fromthe Code of
Et hics as determ ned by the Society of Professional Journalists; and

WHEREAS, Journalismis a pillar of denbcracy and a free press is
protected by the US. Constitution, the responsibility and freedons
allowed therein should apply to student journalists gui ded by
educational institutions as well; and

WHEREAS, Student reporters are the next generation of journalists;
it isadfficult time for journalists as nedia across the country has
cone wunder attack; recognizing the inportance of the profession wll
support journalistic integrity and i ndependence which is needed in a
denocratic society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze February 24, 2022, as Student Press Freedom Day; and be it



further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Student Press Law Center, and New Voices of New York
chapters throughout the State of New York.



