Assenbl y Resol ution No. 521
BY: M of A Smullen

COVMEMORATI NG the 250th Anniversary of the Fulton
County Court house

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to commend the
efforts of those individuals and organizations which seek to bring
recognition to historical places within the State of New York, and in
doing so, help to ensure that the conplete history of our State and
Nation is preserved and shared with present generations of citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 250th Anniversary of the Fulton County Courthouse, the
ol dest existing courthouse in the State of New York and one of the
ol dest in the Nation still being used as a Courthouse today; and

WHEREAS, On May 9, 1769, a bill was introduced in the Provincial
Assenbly to <create a new county out of the westernnost part of Al bany
County; in a letter dated Novenber 28, 1771, Guy Johnson suggested to
his wuncle (and father-in-law), Sir WIIliam Johnson, that the courthouse
for the new county be | ocated in Johnstown, New York; and

VWHEREAS, On March 12, 1772, Tryon County was created and Johnstown
was designated as the county seat where the King's Court was to be held;
and

VWHEREAS, Under the direction of Sir WIIliam Johnson, construction
began on the courthouse, and it was only partially finished when, on
Septenber 8, 1772, the first Court of General Sessions to be held West
of Al bany was convened and six cases were presided over by Judges Cuy
Johnson, John Butler, and Peter Conyne, and Assistant Judges Sir John
Johnson, Daniel O aus, John Wl ls and Jelles Fonda; and

VWHEREAS, On February 6, 1773, the Colonial Legislature directed that
the sum of 1,600 pounds be |l evied on the freehol ders and inhabitants of
Tryon County for the conpletion of the courthouse and the erection of a
jail; alittle over two years later, the residents were once again taxed
to conplete the structures; and

WHEREAS, Sir John Johnson nmade his | ast appearance at the courthouse
in the town naned for himon March 12, 1776, when he served as one of
the three presiding judges, before he and 170 tenants and friends |eft
for St. Regis in Canada am dst revol uti onary undertones; and

WHEREAS, On Cctober 25, 1781, the courthouse came under fire during
the Battle of Johnstown, one of the inportant battles of the Revol ution
fought in New York State; the Loyalist forces were eventually driven
back to Canada; and

VWHEREAS, On April 2, 1784, the county lost its Loyalist designation
of Tryon and was officially renamed Mntgonery County after a



Revol utionary War hero, GCeneral R chard Montgonery, who was killed
during the storm ng of Quebec, in 1775; and

VWHEREAS, Ei ght years later, county supervisors ordered two | arge and
two smal|l stoves to be purchased for the courthouse, that the Ilots be
conpletely fenced and that a row of elnms or willows be planted in front
of the building; and

WHEREAS, On C(October 26, 1807, town neetings in the courthouse were
prohi bited, and on Cctober 30, 1810, the supervisors forbade the future
hol di ng of school in the building; and

WHEREAS, After slaves were publicly sold in front of the courthouse,
the county sheriff was directed to refuse further use of the property
for any neeting to discuss or |ecture on slavery in Novenber of 1836;
and

WHEREAS, On C(October 6, 1826, the sheriff was directed to purchase
and install a bell in the courthouse; the original bell placed there in
1772, is still housed in the belfry of this old structure and was rung
at the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, during the news of the
signing of the Declaration of |Independence and our U.S. Constitution,
the sane as the Liberty Bell in Philadel phia and recently, when all the
bells across the Nation were rung during the 200th Cel ebration of the
U S Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, The opening of the Erie Canal in 1825, and the Uica and
Schenectady Railroad in 1836 redirected traffic fromthe old state road
t hrough Johnstown, |eaving the county seat off the beaten path; an
I nfluential group of citizens in the southern part of Mntgonery County
succeeded in getting the county seat noved to Fonda in May of 1836; and

WHEREAS, On March 14, 1837, the building situated in the village of
Johnstown, heretofore known as the courthouse, jail, and clerk's office
of the county of Montgonery was sold at public auction to the highest
bi dder; and

WHEREAS, However, the dissatisfaction of the people living in the
northern part of old Montgonery County was such that a new county, naned
Ful ton after Robert Fulton, who inproved the invention of the steam
engine, was forned by the State Legislature on April 18, 1838; and

VWHEREAS, The new county was authorized to hold the Court of Comon
Pl eas and General Sessions of the Peace in the old courthouse in the
village of Johnstown, and the re-purchase of the old courthouse, jail,
and clerk's office in the village of Johnstown, fornmerly wused as the
courthouse, jail, and clerk's office of the county of Mntgonery; and

VWHEREAS, Today, with the exception of 13 nonths, the courthouse has
been in continual use as the seat of justice in the area for 250 vyears;
and

WHEREAS, Many fanous trials were held throughout the courthouse's
storied history; in the spring of 1812, Al exander Sheldon, a forner
Speaker of the State Assenbly, had charged that one Sol onbn Sout hwi ck of



the Town of Charleston had attenpted to bribe himto vote in favor of
I ncorporating the Bank of America in New York GCty; Solonon retained
Aaron Burr as well as three other |awers to defend him and he was
successfully acquitted of the charge; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to express its highest admration for the Fulton County Historian
Ofice, and for all of the individuals who have worked to bring proper
attention to a place and tine which nerits recognition in the grand
panorama of the history of our State and Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 250th Anniversary of the Fulton County Courthouse; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Samant ha Hal | - Sal adi no, Fulton County Hi storian.



