Assenbl y Resol ution No. 510
BY: M of A Jensen

CELEBRATING the |ife and | egacy of Sergeant Gary
B. Beikirch, neritorious Vietnam Veteran, Medal of
Honor recipient, distinguished citizen and devoted
menber of his community

VWHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their comm tnent and dedi cati on,
command the respect and admration of their comunity for their
exenplary contributions and service on behalf of others; Sergeant Gary
B. Bei ki rch was one such individual; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch,
noting the significance of his purposeful |ife and acconplishnments; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Gary B. Bei kirch of Rochester, New York, died on
Sunday, Decenber 26, 2021, at the age of 74; and

WHEREAS, Born August 29, 1947, Gary Burnell Beikirch grew up on
Genesee Park Boul evard in Rochester, New York; he graduated from G eece
O ynpia Hi gh School in 1965, and briefly attended SUNY Brockport before
enlisting in the United States Arny in 1967; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1970, 22-year old Sergeant Gary B. Bei kirch was serving
as Chief Medical Oficer for a Special Forces teamand nore than 2,000
villagers in Kon Tum province in South Vietnam and

VWHEREAS, During the early norning hours of April 1, 1970, North
Vi etnanese forces launched a major attack against Canp Dak Seang,
sprayi ng rockets and gunfire across the fortified conpound; wthout
hesitation or regard for his own safety, Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch
along with his 15-year-old bodyguard, a Vi etnanmese boy named Dao, dashed
repeatedly into the line of fire to help those who were wounded despite
hi s own significant wounds; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch was hit tw ce, and the second
time was a devastating blow which [ eft shrapnel in his spine; during
this time, Dao carried himto the nmedical tent for aid, before these two
brave young nen selflessly returned to the field; and

WHEREAS, A true Anerican hero, Sergeant Gary B. Bei kirch continued
to provide nedical assistance to his fellow soldiers and local allies
even with these devastating injuries before he was once agai n struck,
this time with a gunshot to the back; he was then finally evacuated by
hel i copter; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his wvaliant mlitary service,
Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch learned to walk again through extensive
rehabilitation and |ived for several years in renote New Hanpshire and
Mai ne, studying theol ogy; and



VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering conmtnment to his country,
Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch often recalled his experience in Vietnam as

deeply imrersive and rooted in service; he comunicated wth the
Vi et nanese people in their own | anguage and served as a kind of general
practice doctor during the war, delivering babies one day and anmputating
linbs after a mlitary skirm sh the next; and

VWHEREAS, On Cctober 15, 1973, Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch proudly
recei ved the Congressional Medal of Honor, the United States mlitary's
hi ghest decoration, from President Richard N xon; and

WHEREAS, Gary B. Bei kirch noved back to Rochester in 1979, and took
ajob as a mddle school <counselor in the Geece Central School
District, a position he held for nore than 30 years; he considered it a
way to pay his debt to Dao, the 15-year-old boy who saved his life; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, this extraordinary nan becane an ordained
Bapti st Pastor and worked with other veterans for many years, including
as Executive Director of the Veterans Qutreach Center; and

WHEREAS, |In 1982, Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch returned to Vietnam as
part of a veteran's group; he also volunteered for nunerous veteran,
church, and comunity organi zations, including the Veterans Qutreach
Center, Vietnam Veterans Menorial Board, NYS Council WA, Special
A ympi cs, Open Door M ssion, and Cephas Attica; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Gary B. Bei kirch was often asked to be the keynote
speaker at |ocal colleges and ROTC Comm ssioning Services, as well as
vari ous conmmunity events; he was recently appointed Chaplin of the Medal
of Honor Society; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch is survived by his wife, Loreen,
and their three children, Stephanie (Robert) Zimerli, Stephen Beikirch
and Sarah (Andrew) Hinds, as well as 14 grandchildren and one
great -grandchild; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch wll be fondly renenbered by
famly, friends and fellow soldiers for his conpassion, |eadership,
sel f|l essness and courage; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of New York State and this great Nation wl]l
never forget the contributions and sacrifices of Sergeant Gary B.
Bei kirch, a devoted hero who dedicated his life to serving our country
as a nenber of its esteenmed arned forces; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the |ife and | egacy of Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch, and to
extend its condolences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Sergeant Gary B. Beikirch



