Assenbl y Resol ution No. 438
BY: M of A Dickens

COMVEMORATI NG the observance of the 1st Annual
Juneteenth Day in the State of New York, on June 19,
2021

WHEREAS, Juneteenth (short for "June nineteenth”) 1is a holiday
comenorating this day, which marked the effective end of slavery in the
United States in the year of 1865 in Gal veston, Texas; and

WHEREAS, On that day, one of General Ganger's first orders was
Order No. 3 which was read aloud to the people of Texas and stated:
"The people of Texas are infornmed that in accordance with a Procl amation
from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free. This
i nvol ves an absolute equity of rights and rights of property between
masters and former slaves, and the connection heretofore existing
bet ween t hem becones that between enpl oyer and free | aborer."”; and

VWHEREAS, The cel ebration of Juneteenth allowed freed slaves and
their descendants to recount the nenories of that great day in 1865 when
freedom was procl ai ned, and al so served as a release fromthe pressures
of settling into newterritories; and

VWHEREAS, Wil e Juneteenth is a tinme for celebration, it is also a
tinme for reflection, education, and self-inprovenent; celebration
participants listen to elders recount the past, attend prayer services,
and |l earn from educati onal speakers; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth today celebrates African Anerican freedom and
achi evenents whil e encouragi ng conti nuous sel f-devel opnent and respect
for all cultures; and

WHEREAS, It takes on a nore national, synbolic, and even gl obal
perspective, the events of 1865 in Texas are not forgotten for all of
the roots tie back to this fertile soil fromwhich a national day of
pride is grow ng; and

VWHEREAS, In 1980, the State of Texas was the first state to
recogni ze Juneteenth as an official state holiday, through the efforts
of Al Edwards, an African Anerican State Legislator; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1997, Congress recognized June 19th as "Juneteenth
| ndependence Day"; and

VWHEREAS, National Juneteenth Observance Foundation, founded and
chaired by the Reverend Ronald Meyers, is conmtted to maki ng Juneteenth
a federal holiday on a par with Flag and Patri ot days; and

VWHEREAS, Juneteenth | ooks bright as the nunber of cities and states
creating Juneteenth commttees continues to increase; and

WHEREAS, 46 states recognize Juneteenth and the states that do not



are Hawai i, Mntana, North Dakota and Sout h Dakota; and

WHEREAS, Cities in New York that have had Juneteenth celebrations
I ncl ude: Al bany, Binghanton, Bronx, Brooklyn, Buffalo, Rochester,
Schenect ady, Syracuse, Yonkers, etc.; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations
comenor ate the observance of the 1st Annual Juneteenth Day in the State
of New York, on June 19, 2021; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to New York Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian
Legi sl ati ve Caucus.



