Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 405
BY: M of A Barclay

CONGRATULATI NG Fran Verdol i va upon the occasi on of
his retirement fromthe New York State Departnent of
Envi r onnment al Conservati on after 23 years of
di stingui shed service as a Special Assistant to the
Sal ron Ri ver Watershed

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to take note of
and publicly acknow edge i ndi vi dual s whose exenpl ary careers,
acconpl i shnents, and purposeful lives of service on behalf of their
prof essi on and the environnent have significantly enhanced the quality
of life in the great State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Fran Verdoliva upon the occasion of his retirement fromthe
New York State Departnent of Environnental Conservation after 23 years
of distinguished service as a Special Assistant to the Salnon River
Wat er shed; and

VWHEREAS, An avid outdoorsman, conservationist and fisherman, Fran
Verdol i va used his talents and hands-on know edge about the fish and the
area to help establish the Salnon R ver Watershed and its surrounding
comunities as a fishing destination; and

WHEREAS, W1th a ceaseless dedication to his career, Fran Verdoliva
served as an advocate for the fish, a true conservationist, and an
anbassador for the comunity by wel com ng and guiding fishernen in the
area; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious career, Fran Verdoliva's
contributions to fly fishing were particularly influential; he
successfully hel ped the public to nove anay from snag fishing salnon
which becane illegal in the 1990s and encouraged nore traditional

net hods; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the inroads he nade with public outreach and
education on fishing nmethods for sal non hel ped protect fish and retain
opportunities for the industry throughout northern New York; these
met hods hel ped set the standard for New York, Lake Ontario and beyond,
reaching Lake M chigan tributaries; and

VWHEREAS, A |lifelong chanpion for the ethical treatnent of fish and
the health of Lake Ontario fisheries, Fran Verdoliva hel ped restore
brook trout spawni ng habitat; and

VWHEREAS, Fran Verdoliva provided ongoi ng educational prograns at the
Sal nron River Hatchery for schoolchildren, developing the | ar gest
Nati onal Hunting and Fishing Day Open House each Septenber for the past
20 years, which in the past has been attended by over 2,000 each year;
and



WHEREAS, In addition, he provided educational fly fishing sem nars
and prograns to local, regional and state-level public organizations;
and

WHEREAS, Protecting fish while still providing fishing opportunity
to the public and protecting natural resources for future generations,
Fran Verdoliva al so spearheaded the reintroduction of Atlantic salnon to
Lake Ontario; and

WHEREAS, Fran Verdoliva has been the proud recipient of countless
awar ds and accol ades during his career for his educational contributions
to proper fly-fishing etiquette, ethics, environnental conservation and
protection of gane fish; he was inducted into the Fly-Fishing Hall of
Fane at the Catskill Fly Fishing Center and Museumin Livingston Mnor,
New York, in 2018; and

WHEREAS, Fran Verdoliva has served the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnental Conservation, Sal non River Watershed, the environnment, and
the people of the State of New York with honor and distinction; his

acconpl i shnents and contributions will nost assuredly brook the passage
of tinme and be recorded as significantly inproving the quality of life
for us all; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Fran Verdoliva upon the occasion of his retirenment, and to w sh
hi m conti nued success in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Fran Verdoliva.



