Assenbl y Resol ution No. 336
BY: M of A Buttenschon

COWEMORATING the 75th Anniversary of Mhawk
Val | ey Community Col | ege

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those institutions of true purpose and high achi evenent whose
exenpl ary prograns and acconplishments clearly denonstrate an enduring
pursuit of excellence in higher education for the youth of this noble
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 75th Anniversary of Mhawk Valley Conmunity College
(MVCCO); and

WHEREAS, In 1946, Mhawk Valley Community College (MCC) was
established to provide technical training to New York State residents,
especially veterans returning fromWrld War 11; it went on to becone
New York State's first community college, the Ilargest college between
Syracuse and Al bany, New York, and the region's primry provider of
col | ege education and non-credit training; and

VWHEREAS, MWCC was founded as the New York State Institute of Applied
Arts & Sciences in Uica, New York, which was | ocated in the Country Day
School, then | ocated on Genesee Street in New Hartford, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Under the | eadership of Director Paul B. Richardson, the
Institute initially specialized in retail business managenent and had a
reported enroll ment of 53 students on opening day which was Cctober 14,
1946; nore than tw-thirds of the first students were veterans and
tuition was free for New York residents; and

WHEREAS, In its early days, MVCC adapted its prograns to fit the
needs of area industries, allow ng students to have a significant and
i mmedi ate i npact on the area; the textile program gave students the
ability to aid in solving sone problens plaguing factories in the
Nor t heast, and when t hey started shutting down and
el ectrical /nmetal -working conpanies began to nove in, MVCC changed its
curricula to adapt; and

VWHEREAS, Wth this curriculum MWCC was able to train students to
perform in a variety of mnufacturing activities fromdrafting and
design to quality control, and devel op the manual skills needed in such
i ndustries; in 1948, a second |ocation was opened in the former Uica
Steam Cotton M 1| and housed progranms in nechanical, electrical, and
textile technol ogy; and

WHEREAS, Two vyears later, the Institute becane a part of the State
University System and the name was changed to the State University of
Applied Arts & Sciences at Uica; and



WHEREAS, In 1952, New York State devel oped the community col |l ege
pl an under which the institutes could remain open only if a |ocal

sponsor took responsibility for them and they were converted to
comunity col | eges; and

WHEREAS, In 1953, the |Institute becane Mhawk Valley Techni cal
Institute, a conmunity coll ege sponsored by Oneida County, and Al bert
Payne was appointed as the Institute's first chief admnistrator with
the title of President; and

WHEREAS, Over the next decade, the nunber and vari ety of
i nstructi onal progr ans conti nued to grow, including several in
non-technical areas; in 1963, the Institute was renaned Mhawk Valley
Community College to reflect this shift in enphasis; and

VWHEREAS, The main canpus on Sherman Drive opened in 1960, and was
designed by faned architect Edward Durell Stone; initial construction
i ncluded the academ c buil di ng, physical education building and coll ege
center, all of which have been extensively renovated and expanded over
t he years; and

WHEREAS, In 1966, MVCC built its first four residence halls, making
It the first New York conmmunity college wth on-canmpus housing, and
added a fifth in 2005; 1in 1969, Payne Hall was added, a science and
technol ogy building in 1989, and the Information Technol ogy/ Perform ng
Arts/ Conference Center in 2001; and

WHEREAS, At the request of the Ar Force, the college began
Instruction at Giffiss Air Force Base in Rone, New York, in the wearly
1950s; some classes were held on base and others at Stal ey Junior High
School ; the present Rome branch canpus opened in 1974, in a portion of
the former Oneida County Hospital on Floyd Avenue, and the Plun ey
Compl ex was added to the Rone canpus in 1991; and

VWHEREAS, By 1978, MVCC was generating nore than $34 nillion in
busi ness volunme annually in Oneida County, and providing the equival ent
of 2,249 full-tinme jobs; and

WHEREAS, In 2006, WCCs Airframe and Power pl ant Technol ogy
certificate program began in the Giffiss Business and Technol ogy Park
in Rome, and is the only community coll ege-based aviation mnaintenance
program in New York and one of only a few one-year prograns in the
country; and

WHEREAS, In 2011, the 112,000-square-foot Robert R Jorgensen,
Athletic/Events Center, naned in honor of the school's |long-tine
Athletic Director and Professor Eneritus, was opened on the Uica canpus
and features a 6,000-square-foot fitness center, a field house with the
capacity to host 3,000 people, and nany other anenities including three
basket bal | /vol | eybal | /tennis courts and an i ndoor tenth-of-a-mle track;
and

VWHEREAS, In 2017, a $30 mllion renovation to the Ronme canpus was
conpleted in collaboration with Oneida County and New York State; and



VWHEREAS, From 2009-2012, M/CC enroll nment grew 25 percent, and 2014
enrollment is 5,277 FTEs (full-time equivalent students); the average
age of +the students is 25.6, 21 percent are mnority students, and 76
percent live in Oneida County; and

VWHEREAS, Today, MVCC is served by 142 full-time and 260 part-tine
faculty nenbers, and the full-tinme staff totals 303, with an additi onal
170 part-tine staff; and

WHEREAS, Each year, MCC s canpuses host nore than 150 conmunity
events, ranging fromconmttee neetings to the Boil ermaker Expo, which
draws nore than 35,000 people to the Utica canpus; faculty, staff, and
students al so participate in a variety of events, including the Alex
Kogut Run/Wal k, WMaking Strides Against Breast Cancer Wl k, AHA Heart
Run/ Wal k, Veteran's Center Food Drive, and many others; and

WHEREAS, Under the |lum nous |eadership of President Randall J.
VanWagoner, MWWCC plans to further align itself with the progressive
changes in the Gty of Uica and surrounding areas, including the
arterial project, the City of Utica Master Plan, the launch of the Utica
Conmets and the nanotechnology boom focused around SUNY Pol ytechnic
Institute and Giffiss Air Base; and

WHEREAS, The College's proud tradition of technical and trade
education has positioned it perfectly for the growh in demand for
sci ence, technol ogy, engineering and math degrees, and partnerships with
other colleges in the state are becomng even stronger, allowng
students to nore easily transfer to four-year institutions; and

WHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, MVCC may | ook
back wth pride wupon its hunble beginnings, find just satisfaction in
Its purposeful growh and hold true of purpose in its commtnent to
serving the educational needs of its students; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 75th Anniversary of Mhawk Valley Community Col | ege; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Randall J. VanWagoner, President, Mhawk Vall ey Conmunity
Col | ege.



