Assenbly Resol ution No. 284
BY: M of A Pal nesano

COVMEMORATI NG the 100th Birthday of the Corning
Cent erway Bridge

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to support the
preservation and conmenoration of venerabl e | andmarks which express and
preserve the social and cultural origins of this great State of New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 100th Birthday of the Corning Centerway Bridge to be
celebrated with a Kick-off cerenmony on Tuesday, My 25, 2021, at
Ri verfront Park; and

WHEREAS, Centerway Bridge opened to traffic in 1921, when Warren G
Har di ng was president of the United States; it closed to notor vehicles
I n 1981, when Ronal d Reagan occupi ed the Wiite House; and

WHEREAS, It was built to relieve the stress of grow ng autonpbile
and streetcar traffic on the Bridge Street Bridge, the city's only other
river crossing in the early 20th Century; and

WHEREAS, The project was so controversial that the decision was
submitted to city voters in a 1920 referendum which passed by a 2-1
mar gi n; and

VWHEREAS, In return for its approval, Corning s Houghton famly gave
the city 100 acres of land on the Northside that becane the Houghton
Plot residential district; and

VWHEREAS, This earth-filled, seven-span structure was designed by
pi oneer concrete bridge engi neer Abraham Burton Cohen (1882-1956) of New
York City; tw of his other projects, the Harrison Avenue Bridge in
Scranton, Pennsylvania, and the Delaware, Lackawanna and West ern
Rai | road' s Tunkhannock Vi aduct, are on the National Register of Historic
Pl aces; and

WHEREAS, Details of +the design and construction of the Centerway
Bridge are preserved at Cohen's alma mater, Purdue University, in a
collection of his work; and

WHEREAS, Although high water and a fire in the construction area
conplicated the building process, the bridge was finished in the Fall of
1921 and paved the follow ng Spring; and

WHEREAS, Over the next six decades, wind, rain, snow, ice, floods
and increasing traffic caused the deterioration of the bridge until it
becane obsolete for 20th Century traffic; and

WHEREAS, |t was scheduled for denolition in the Spring of 1980;



before it could be torn down, hundreds of people gathered on the bridge
to denonstrate their support for preservation of the |andmark; the "Save
Qur Bridge" canpai gn was successful; and

WHEREAS, An extensive renovation led to its reopening in 1986 for
use by pedestrians, bicyclists and double-decker, English-style buses
carrying tourists fromthe Corning Museum of 3 ass to the Market Street
Historic District; a nmaze painted on the bridge roadway becane popul ar
with children; and

WHEREAS, Use of the bridge by the tourist buses eventually ended,
anot her maj or renovati on, which began in 2012 and was conpleted in 2013,
created today's bridgescape of a park suspended above the Chenung River;
and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
those distinct unique features throughout the State of New York such as
the Centerway Bridge in the City of Corning which provide transportation
opportunities for its residents and have becone a part of the history of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate the 100th Birthday of the Corning Centerway Bridge; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mayor Wl liam Boland, Cty of Corning, New York.



