Assenbl y Resol ution No. 270
BY: M of A Burdick

COVWEMORATING the 25th Anniversary of Mking
Headway Foundati on

WHEREAS, Organi zations which serve the interests of the people of
this Enpire State nerit the conmendation of this Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals and organizations it w shes to
recogni ze for their valued contributions to the success and progress of
soci ety and publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have enhanced the
basi ¢ humanity anong us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmenorate the
25t h Anniversary of Mking Headway Foundati on; and

WHEREAS, Making Headway Foundation was established in 1996 to
provide "Care, Confort, and a Cure”" with a mssion to provide passionate
care for children and famlies inpacted by a pediatric brain or spinal
cord tunor, while funding nedical research geared to better treatnents
and a cure; and

VWHEREAS, Pediatric brain and spinal cord tunors are the |eading
cause of cancer-related death anong children and adol escents ages 0-19
years; over 4,500 new cases of chil dhood brain or spinal cord tunors are
di agnosed in the United States every year; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, nore than 28,000 children and teenagers are
currently living with the diagnosis of a primary brain or spinal cord
tunor in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Children's brain and spinal cord tunors are different from
those in diagnosed adults; they require specific research and different
treatnments, and can lead to significant short-termand |ong-term nental
and/ or physical challenges; and

VWHEREAS, Maki ng Headway Foundation was founded by Chappaqua
residents Maya and Edward Manl ey who, as volunteers, have devoted 25
years of their lives to nurturing this vital organization's growh, and
providing a wi de range of free-of-charge holistic prograns and services;
and

VWHEREAS, Since its inception, Mking Headway Foundation has w dened
its reach froma fewfamlies in 1996, to many thousands today, hel ping
each fam ly through uninmginably difficult tinmes; and

VWHEREAS, WMaki ng Headway Foundation has raised and allocated over
$26, 600,000 to support nedical research, quality-of-life prograns,
col l ege schol arshi ps, hospital care servi ces, clinical trials,
neur o- oncol ogy fellowships, famly events, energency care, educational
advocacy, bereavenent services, public education, playroominprovenents,



free famly and individual therapy, health and well ness, tissue banking,
and research equi pnent; and

VWHEREAS, Maki ng Headway Foundation's tireless support of research
has led to critical discoveries in the areas of hypoxia proliferation of
neur obl ast oma, i nmmunot herapy, nedulloblastoma, sonic hedgehog pat hway
mut ati ons, novel nedications, epigenetic signatures in D PG pilocytic
astrocytomas, and vulnerabilities of pediatric high-grade gliomas; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, this support of research also led to the
establishment of the Preclinical Core at the New York University Langone
Medi cal Center, the country's first |aboratory where novel therapies can
be tested on any subtype of pediatric brain tunor sanple; and

WHEREAS, Maki ng Headway's Ongoi ng Care Team has provided famlies
with over 11,500 hours of free, expert, psychol ogical therapy to help
t hem t hrough their journey and over 8,000 hours of free, professional,
educational advocacy services, ensuring that each child receives the
school - based services and assi stance they need to reach their acadenmc
potential; and

VWHEREAS, Making Headway Foundation has awarded over 100 col |l ege
schol arships to survivors of a brain or spinal cord tunor; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Maki ng Headway Foundation and its founders upon the occasion of
Its 25th Anniversary, and to express its appreciation for the many
contributions they have nade and for their unceasing dedication to
hel pi ng children di agnosed wth a brain or spinal cord tunor; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Maya and Edward Manl ey, Maki ng Headway Foundati on.



