Assenbl y Resol ution No. 267
BY: M of A Abinanti

MOURNI NG the death of Katherine Wisman, bel oved
wife and nother, tireless autism advocate and
devot ed nenber of her comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Katie Wisman was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Katherine Wisnan, noting the
significance of her purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Kat herine G ace Wi sman of Munt Kisco, New York, died on
Tuesday, April 20, 2021, at the age of 55, with famly by her side after
a heroic battle with nmultiple nyelom; and

VWHEREAS, Katherine G ace Rounds, affectionately known as Katie, was
born on Septenber 24, 1965, in Bloomngton, Illinois, and graduated from
the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Fine Arts; she worked as a technical designer before becomng a
full-tinme nom and autism advocate, nost recently in her position as
Assistant to the Chairman at Children's Health Defense; and

VWHEREAS, After her triplet sons, N ck, Al ex and Don, were di agnosed
with autismas toddl ers, Katherine Weisman began giving tirelessly of
her tinme and energies to advocating on behalf of those with this
devel opnental disorder and their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Kat herine Wi sman was an active nenber of SafeM nds, an
organi zati on dedicated to ending the autism crisis by advancing
environnmental research and effective treatnments; she served on its Board
from 2009 to 2018, and showed a deep understandi ng of and commtnent to
finding the environnental causes of autism and underlying nechani sns
that mght yield to treatnents; and

VWHEREAS, During this time, Katherine Wisnan observed a connection
between nercury exposure and her sons' devel opnent of autisnm she not
only paved a successful path for her boys with her advocacy, but for
countl ess other children who went on to followin their footsteps; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, Katherine Wisnan al so served on
the SafeM nds Comrunications, Governnent Affairs and Environnenta
Commi ttees, and was a val uabl e senior staff nenber; and

VWHEREAS, Katherine Wisman played an invaluable role in every
endeavor she undertook; she was renowned for her | mreasur abl e
sel fl essness, intellect, capacity to wunderstand science, patience,
tenacity, and humlity; sinply put, she was truly one in a mllion; and



WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering conm tnment and | ove for her
community, Katherine Wismn was heavi |l y involved with their

Beautification Conmmttee; she also volunteered for the Bedford Central
School District, Special Education Parent Teacher Association (SEPTO
and Bedford Autism Spectrum Support (BASS); and

VHEREAS, Furt her nore, this extraordinary woman recently nade
significant contributions to Children's Health Defense, enabling this
vital organization to continue its scientific witing, research and
anal ysis at which Katie excelled; and

WHEREAS, The unity of our State and Nation is built upon the
conpassion of individuals such as Katherine Wisnman who upheld the
values of comunity I|ife and who, through their great actions,
epitom zed the best of humanity; and

WHEREAS, In addition to her three beautiful 23-year-old sons,
Kat heri ne Wei sman is survived by her wonderful husband, Doug Wi snan;
her nother, Elaine Rounds of Brandon, Manitoba; her father, Richard
(Di ane) Rounds of Brandon, Manitoba; her brother, Jon; sister-in-Ilaw,
Carla (Rafael); and two brothers-in-law, Law ence (Amanda) and Roger, as
well as many friends in the autismcommunity who are forever grateful
for her contributions to autism advocacy and sci ence; and

VWHEREAS, Katherine Wisnman's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
w Il shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenories; her insight
and strength w1l forever serve as a beacon of |ove, |ight and hope to
the countless |ives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Katherine Wisman |eaves behind a |egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and wll remain as a conforting nenory to al
who were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazing woman; she
will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Katherine Wisman, and expressing its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Katherine Wi sman



