Assenbl y Resol ution No. 220
BY: M of A Rajkumar

COMVEMORATI NG the Punjabi Anmerican community's
cel ebration of Vaisakhi Day, on April 13, 2021, and
recogni zing April as Punjabi Awareness Month

WHEREAS, It 1is the customof this Legislative Body to honor, with
pl easure and great pride, the South Asian Anerican comunity of the
State of New York upon the occasion of the celebration of Vaisakhi; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the Punjabi Anmerican community's cel ebration of Vai sakh
Day, on April 13, 2021, and to recognize April as Punjabi Awareness
Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, Vai sakhi is one of the nost historically significant days
of the year for those in India, or of Indian decent, and is celebrated
on April 13, 2021; and

VWHEREAS, Vai sakhi is an ancient festival nmarking the Sol ar New Year,
commenorating the nonth of Vai sakha, and cel ebrating the spring harvest;
It is regionally known by many nanes but celebrated in broadly simlar
ways by Hi ndus, Punjabis and Si khs; and

VWHEREAS, Si khs have been living in the United States for nore than
100 years celebrating Vaisakhi, and during the early 20th Century,
t housands of Sikh Anericans worked on farns, in lunber mlls and mnes,
and on the Oregon, Pacific & Eastern Railroad; and

WHEREAS, Sikhism is the fifth largest religionin the wrld and
today, there are nore than 30 million Sikhs worldw de and an estinated
500, 000 Si kh Anericans; and

WHEREAS, Those who cel ebrate Vai sakhi pursue diverse professions,

and make rich contributions to the social, «cultural, and econonc
vibrancy of the United States, including service as nenbers of the
United States Arnmed Forces and significant contributions to our great
nation in agriculture, information technology, small businesses, the

hotel industry, trucking, nedicine, and technol ogy; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York is commtted to educating citizens
about the world' s custons, the value of cultural diversity, tol erance
grounded in First Amendnent princi pl es, a culture of nmut ual
under st andi ng, and the dim nution of violence; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the State of New York seeks to further the diversity
of its comunity and afford all residents the opportunity to better
under st and, recognize, and appreciate the rich history and shared
experi ences of Punjabi Anericans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



commenor ate the Punjabi Anmerican community's celebration of Vaisakh
Day, on April 13, 2021, and to recognize April as Punjabi Awareness
Mont h; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Consul Ceneral of India, GQurdwaras throughout the
State of New York, and various organi zations throughout the State of New
Yor K.



