Assenbly Resol ution No. 199
BY: M of A MMhon

CONGRATULATING Mary Jean Jakubowski upon the
occasion of her retirenent after nearly 30 years of
di stingui shed service to the Buffalo and Erie County
Public Library

VWHEREAS, Thi s Legi sl ative Body seeks to acknow edge those
i ndi vi dual s whose professional |ives and civic endeavors serve to
enhance the stature of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratulate Mary Jean Jakubowski upon the occasion of her retirenent
after nearly 30 years of distinguished service to the Buffalo and Erie
County Public Library; she will officially retire in June of 2021; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Jean Jakubowski attended Medaille College; upon
graduation she received her nmaster's degree in Information and Library
Science at the University at Buffalo, New York; her formal education
prepared her for the nyriad of questions she has fielded during her
years at the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library; and

WHEREAS, Thr oughout her tenure at the Buffalo and Erie County Public
Li brary, Mary Jean Jakubowski has served in a variety of positions
i ncluding, Chief Operating Oficer, Human Resources O ficer, Central
Li brary Departnment Head and Librarian; she has al so worked in several
departnments at the Central Library and the Orchard Park Public Library;
and

VWHEREAS, A decade ago, this talented wonman rose through the ranks to
becone Director of the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library; though
her acconplishnents are nunerous and notable, Mary Jean Jakubowski
claims this title is her proudest professional achievenent and will be
the one fromwhich she will retire; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Jean Jakubowski's forward thinking has not only raised
the | evel of community awareness about |ibrary services, but has also
encour aged new partnerships, bringing organizations wth simlar
m ssions into coll aboration with the Central Library; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Mary Jean Jakubowski has created new
initiatives, such as the establishnent of the downtown Readi ng Park and
the nounting of major public exhibits featuring the Library's Rare Books
and Special Collections, to nane a few, and

VWHEREAS, She has strongly supported advancing access to technol ogy
by restoring booknobile service with a WFi-equipped vehicle that
travel s to underserved areas of Erie County, as well as expandi ng access
to free high-speed internet, both inside and outside of Ilibrary
bui | di ngs; and



VWHEREAS, Well-versed in all library processes and day-to-day
operations, Mary Jean Jakubowski is extrenely effective in leading this
| arge and conpl ex organi zation consisting of 37 libraries, nine of them

in the Cty of Buffalo, and working with a federation of 22 governing
bodies and hundreds of enployees, while serving approximtely 400, 000
i brary cardhol ders; and

WHEREAS, After an extraordinary career which traversed nearly three
decades, this amazing worman still finds tinme to volunteer wth her
favorite nonprofits: Buffalo & Erie County Public Library, Explore &
More - Ralph C  WIlson Jr. Children's Miseum and the Al zheiner's
Associ ati on; and

WHEREAS, Throughout her career, Mary Jean Jakubowski brought an
unconprom si ng standard of excellence to her work and a warm sense of
caring and concern to every person she assisted; and

WHEREAS, Mary Jean Jakubowski's |ife experience has been varied and
full; this extraordi nary woman | oves traveling, cooking, baking, reading
and her famly; and

VWHEREAS, Wth her throughout have been her husband, Lawence, and
her two daughters, Katelyn and Kristen, all of whomfeel privileged to
be a part of her life and rejoice in her many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the occurrence of such a conpassionate bl end
of strength, |eadership, intellect, and comm tnent as that denonstrated
by Mary Jean Jakubowski over a lifetinme of sacrifice and dedication to
others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate Mary Jean Jakubowski upon the occasion of her retirenent
after nearly 30 years of distinguished service to the Buffalo and Erie
County Public Library; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mary Jean Jakubowski .



