Assenbl y Resol ution No. 185
BY: M of A Sol ages

MOURNI NG the death of Hamerin' Hank Aaron
| ong-standing Home Run King for Maj or League
Basebal |, rol e nodel and hunmnitari an

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge
outstanding athletes who di stingui sh t hensel ves t hr ough their
exceptional performance, attaining unprecedented success and the hi ghest
| evel of personal achi evenent; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Hank Aaron, noting t he
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Wdely regarded as one of the nost significant and
cel ebrated sporting figures of the 20th Century, Hank Aaron died on
Fri day, January 22, 2021, at his honme in Atlanta, Ceorgia, at the age of
86; and

WHEREAS, Henry Louis Aaron was born to Estella (Pritchett) and
Her bert Aaron, Sr. on February 5, 1934, in Mbile, Al abama, and grew up
in the neighborhood of Toulmnville, where he practiced his swing with
t hi ngs he found on the streets; and

VWHEREAS, Hank Aaron was a Boy Scout and attended Central Hi gh School
as a freshman and a sophonore, and played outfield and third base for
the Mbile Black Bears, an independent Negro |eague team where he
qui ckly established hinself as a long ball threat; and

VWHEREAS, At the young age of 15, Hank Aaron tried out for the
Br ookl yn Dodgers; although he did not make the team it sparked the fire
for his later career; he went back to school and attended the Josephi ne
Allen Institute, followed by Central H gh School; during his junior
year, he played for the Pritchett Athletics, and once again, the Mbile
Bl ack Bears; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 20, 1951, Hank Aaron signed W th t he
I ndi anapolis Cowns of the Negro Anerican League, where he played for
three nonths; during this tine, he recorded a .366 batting average in 26
ganes, with five hone runs, 33 RBI, 41 hits, and nine stolen bases; and

WHEREAS, The slugger's exenplary play drew attention fromtw Mjor
League Baseball (M.B) teans, the New York G ants, and the Boston Braves,
the team he would ultimately sign with; he was assigned to the Braves
Nort hern League C ass-C farmteam the Eau Claire Bears, and continued
to excel at the bat and in the field; and

VWHEREAS, At the end of the season, Hank Aaron was selected to the
Nort hern League's All-Star team and was naned Rookie of the Year; in his
87 ganes, he logged a .336 batting average, scored 89 runs, and had 116
hits, nine hone runs, and 61 RBI; and



VWHEREAS, | n 1953, the Braves pronoted Hank Aaron to the Jacksonville
Braves, their Cass-A affiliate in the South Atlantic League, and once

again, he proved his worth by helping the team wn the |eague
chanpionship that vyear; he led the league in runs (115), hits (208),
doubles (36), RBI (125), total bases (338), and batting average (.362),
and won the | eague's Most Val uabl e Pl ayer Award; and

VWHEREAS, |In that sane year, Hank Aaron's personal life was also at a
high when he married the forner Barbara Lucas on Cctober 6th, and
together, they raised four children; on Novenber 13, 1973, he narried
his second wife, Billye Suber WIlianms and they had one child; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1954, Hank Aaron signed a major |eague contract with the
M | waukee Braves and began with a rocky start; after changing his
uni form nunber fromfive to 44, his luck took a turn, and he never
| ooked back, hitting .314 with 27 honme runs and 106 RBI in 1955; he was
naned to the National League (NL) All-Star roster for the first tine and
it was the first of a record 21 All-Star selections and first of a
record 25 All-Star Gane appearances; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 23, 1957, in MIlwaukee, Hank Aaron hit a
two-run wal k- of f hone run against the St. Louis Cardinals, clinching the
pennant for the Braves; in Cctober, he hit .393 with three honmers and
seven RBI to win the Wrld Series against the New York Yankees; and

VWHEREAS, Hank Aaron's M.B career continued to flourish, and through
the years, he continued to knock balls out of the park and his hitting
average was always above 300; he was the recipient of nunerous awards
and accol ades including two NL batting titles, The Sporting News NL
Player of the Year, and a NL MVP Award, as well as three Gold d ove
Awar ds; and

VWHEREAS, After the 1965 season, the Braves noved to Atlanta and
during the 1968 season, he was the first player to mark 500 hone runs;
two years later, he was the first Brave to record 3,000 career hits; and

WHEREAS, On July 13, 1971, Hank Aaron hit a hone run in the Al-Star
Gane, and hit his 40th hone run of the season on August 10th, which
established a NL record for nost seasons with 40 or nore honme runs; at
the age of 37, he hit a career-high 47 hone runs and .669 slugging
percent age during the season; and

VWHEREAS, 1972 was another sensational year for Hank Aaron; he
surpassed WIllie Mays for second place on the career home run list in
1972, drove in the 2,000th run of his career, hit a home run in the
first All-Star gane, broke the record for total stolen bases (6, 134),
and hit his 673th home run; and

VWHEREAS, At this point, Hank Aaron was closing in on Babe Ruth's
hone run record; in front of a huge hone field crowd of 53,775 fans, he
hit hone run nunber 715 in the fourth inning to best the G eat Banbi no;
and



VWHEREAS, Hank Aaron hit his 733rd home run in his last at bat as a
Braves player on Cctober 2, 1974, and one nonth |l ater, he was acquired
by the M| waukee Brewers; on May 1, 1975, he broke baseball's all-tinme
RBI record, and that year, he played in his last and 24th All-Star Gane;
and

VWHEREAS, On July 20, 1976, Hank Aaron hit his 755th and final hone
run at M| waukee County Stadium which stood as the MLB career home run
record until it was broken in 2007; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his exenplary career, Hank Aaron recorded a
batti ng average of .305 with 163 hits a season, while hitting an average
of just over 32 honme runs a year and 99 RBI; and

WHEREAS, After his retirement fromthe gane, Hank Aaron worked as an
executive with the Braves, and served as the corporate vice president of
comunity relations for TBS, a nenber of the conpany's board of
directors and the vice president of business devel opnent for The Airport
Network; in 1982, he becane the Braves' vice president and director of
pl ayer devel oprment; and

VWHEREAS, Al ways aware of the trials and tribulations he endured as a
young pl ayer, Hank Aaron was instrunental in establishing prograns which
encouraged mnorities to play baseball and founded the Hank Aaron Rookie
League program and

VWHEREAS, On August 1, 1982, the Hammer was inducted into the
Basebal | Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York, with 97.8 percent of the
ball ots; each year, thousands of people flock to & sego County to honor
his | egacy and pay homage to this great sports icon; and

VWHEREAS, Hank Aaron published his autobiography entitled | Had a
Hanmer in 1990, and becane an entrepreneur, owning various car
deal ershi ps in CGeorgia and numerous restaurants throughout the country;
and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his son, Gary, Hank Aaron is survived by his
loving wife, Billye; their two sons, Hank Jr. and Lary; three daughters,
Gaie, Dorinda and Ceci, as well as nunerous fans, friends and fell ow
athletes who will long cherish his nenory; and

WHEREAS, A gifted athlete, Hank Aaron was a renowned legend in the

sport of Dbaseball; after nore than two decades, his character and
achi evenents stand as a sterling exanple and inspiration to all who
would aspire to succeed; he will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the

grateful tribute of this Legislative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Hamerin' Hank Aaron, |ongstandi ng Hone Run King for
Maj or League Baseball, role nodel and humanitarian, and to express its
deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Henry Louis Aaron.






