Assenbly Resol ution No. 164

BY: M of A Lunsford
MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
April 2021, as Child Abuse Prevention Month in the
State of New York

VWHEREAS, There is no test of society nore inportant than that of how
it treats its children, its nobst precious resource; and

WHEREAS, The children of today are the <citizens and |eaders of
tomorrow, their health, well-being, and developnent are of paranount

i nportance to the people of the State of New York and, as such, it is
the sense of this Legislative Body that every child nerits the
encour agenment, protection, and support of all; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and fully in accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
nmenori ali ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimApril 2021, as Child
Abuse Prevention Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Child Abuse Prevention Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Child Abuse Prevention Month is a tine to acknow edge the
| nportance of famlies and communities working together to prevent child
abuse and neglect, and to pronote the social and enotional well-being of
children and famlies; and

WHEREAS, During the nonth of April and throughout the year,
communities are encouraged to share child abuse and negl ect prevention
awar eness strategies and activities and pronote prevention across the
country; and

WHEREAS, Over 65,000 children in New York State are abused or
negl ected each year, enough to fill Madi son Square Garden three tines;
this abuse is preventable if we address its root causes; and

WHEREAS, These root causes are directly related to famlies'
i nternal and external strength and include: inability to access adequate
enpl oynment and housing, affordable <child care, famly planning, and
accurate information about parenting; substance msuse; and other
comuni ty-1| evel supports; and

WHEREAS, Children's exposure to the wunnecessary risk of sexual,
physical, and enotional abuse and negl ect can be addressed at a state,
comuni ty, and nei ghborhood | evel; and

VWHEREAS, W nust al so focus on strengthening the Five Protective
Fact ors: parental resilience; social connections; concrete support in
time of need; know edge of parenting and child devel opnent; and soci al
and enotional conpetencies of children; and

VHEREAS, Furthernore, we <can nmke a difference in the |lives of
children if we invest early and provide comunities the support and



I nformati on they need; and

VWHEREAS, By calling attention to the serious and significant problem
of child abuse, the observation of Child Abuse Prevention Mnth
exenplifies a worthy commtnent to the children of New York State,
encourages inprovenent in the quality and availability of pertinent
prograns, |laws and services, and provides an opportunity to increase
awar eness about all aspects of this inportant matter; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious issue, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the |ocal,
State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 2021, as Child
Abuse Prevention Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



