Assenbly Resol ution No. 158
BY: M of A Buttenschon

CONGRATULATI NG Mary Jane Dowi ak Wajda upon the
occasi on of celebrating her 100th Birthday

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to comrenorate
and recognize certain mnmlestones celebrated by citizens of this great
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Senior citizens bring a wealth of experience and know edge
to the increasingly active roles they play in today's society; their
past contributions and future participation are a vital part of, and
val uabl e asset to, the fabric of community Iife and activity; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratulate Mary Jane Dow ak Wjda upon the occasion of her 100th
Birthday to be cel ebrated on Thursday, May 6, 2021; and

VWHEREAS, Born on May 6, 1921, in Yonkers, New York, Mary Jane Dow ak
and her famly later noved to a farmin Newport, New York, where she and
her four sisters mlked a herd of 56 dairy cows every day; and

VWHEREAS, A 1938 graduate of Poland Central School in Poland, New
York, Mary Jane Dow ak, who is of Polish descent, has a conmand of the
Pol i sh | anguage, and has taught and translated the |anguage to famly
and friends, along wth Bosnian and Ukrainian; amazingly, she stil
retains the ability to converse in French, the |anguage she studied
whil e at Pol and Central School; and

WHEREAS, After neeting the Ilove of her Iife at a birthday party,
Mary Jane Dowi ak and Ted Wajda were wunited in marriage in 1941, a
bl essed uni on which |asted nearly 60 years; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Jane Dow ak Wajda worked at Uica Knitting MII and
Aneri can Enbl em sewi ng | ong underwear and fashioning nedals for Wrld
War |l soldiers in conbat; this renmarkable wonan was the consunmmate
seanstress; she sewed and crafted dozens of outfits and vari ous costunes
for her famly and friends throughout the decades; she was self-taught
and learned to crochet many conforting afghans for famly and friends;
and

WHEREAS, Wth a passion for nusic, Mary Jane Dow ak Wajda nastered
the violin, accordion and organ; upon request, she will still regale
wi th an hour-1ong concert on the organ in her living room and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, Mary Jane Dow ak Waj da and her husband bought
enpty acreage and together built the housing area known as Harts Hil
Crcle in Witesboro; and

WHEREAS, Mary Jane Dowi ak Wajda's acconplishnents are nunerous and
notable, but the two things in her life of which she is nost proud are



her daughters, Kathleen and Suzanne, who both appear frequently at the
famly honme in Witesboro to give care and support to their nother; and

VWHEREAS, WMary Jane Dowi ak Wajda, wth her zest for life, has
i nspired and enhanced the |ives of her famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s exceptional centenarian has experienced the incredible
joys and sorrows characteristic of and reserved for those with the
stam na and courage to savor a full life; and

VWHEREAS, Mary Jane Dow ak Wajda has enriched the |lives of those
around her through her joyous and sincere |ove for others and through
t he qui escent charm and wi sdom which conmes only from a fullness of
years; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to publicly
recogni ze those who have reached such a remarkable age and who have
wi tnessed and celebrated the innovations, cultural devel opnments and
awesone achi evenents of this country during the last century, while
t hensel ves contributing to the growmh and excellence of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Mary Jane Dow ak WAj da upon the occasion of cel ebrating her
100t h Birthday; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mary Jane Dow ak \W4j da.



