Assenbl y Resol ution No. 149
BY: M of A Cruz

CELEBRATI NG the |ife and acconplishnments of Lorena

Borj as, Mexi can- Aneri can t ransgender wonan,
i mm grant rights activist and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Lorena Borjas of the Bronx, New York, died on Monday, March
30, 2020, at the age of 59, due to conplications related to the novel
coronavi rus; and

WHEREAS, Born in Mexico City on May 29, 1960, in Veracruz, Mexico,
Lorena Borjas studied public accounting in Mexico Cty; she inmgrated
to the United States in 1981, when she was 20 years old, wth the
I ntention of making the transition to life as a wonman; and

VWHEREAS, An indomtable activist who drew on her own experiences as
a Mexican-Anerican immgrant and transgender woman, Lorena Borjas
devoted her |ife to hel ping others; she becanme a guardi an angel for the
transgender conmmunity in Queens, New York, hel ping wonen deal with such
I ssues as sex-trafficking, police harassnent, substance abuse and
heal t hcare; and

WHEREAS, Lorena Borjas' commtnent to excellence, and her spirit of
humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise, I ncl udi ng
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, A true humanitarian, Lorena Borjas turned her hone into a
clinic when transgender wonen in Queens needed a safe place to be tested
for H'V; furthernore, she was an advocate for countless nenbers of her
community when they faced deportation or arrest, often arranging for
their |l egal representation; and

VWHEREAS, Known as the nother of the transgender Latinx conmunity in
Queens, her tireless work on behalf of inmmgrant and transgender
comunities garnered recognition throughout New York City and the United
States, especially when conplications due to the novel coronavirus began
to energe; and

WHEREAS, The infinite selflessness and benevolence Lorena Borjas

denonstrated throughout her |Ilife wll shine on through her famly's
vivid and happy nenories; her insight and strength will forever serve as
a beacon of |ove, light and hope to the countless |lives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Lorena Borjas |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all she



served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the Iife and acconplishnments of Lorena Borjas, and expressing
its deepest condolences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Lorena Borj as.



