Assenbly Resol ution No. 1071
BY: M of A Fahy

LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTION comrending Richard J. Gllo
upon the occasion of his retirenent after a 50-year
career in advocacy and government relations in New
York State with a | egacy defined by chanpioning the
enactment of some of the nobst consequential |aws of
the last half century related to enhanci ng access to
care for mental health and substance use disorders

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality of life in the conmunities across this great State of New
York is enriched by the diligence and conpassi onate conm tnent of those
i ndi vidual s whose singular purpose is the care and welfare of others;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its

| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Richard J. Gallo upon the occasion of his retirenent after a
career spanning 50 years in advocacy and government relations in New
York State representing an array of clients in health, human services
and nental health including The New York State Psychiatric Association,
t he nedi cal specialty society of over 4,000 psychiatrists and division
of the Anerican Psychiatric Association; and

VWHEREAS, As the Director of Social Science Research Unit at the
State University at Al bany, Richard J. Gllo spear headed t he
establishment of an innovative internship programthat placed students
pursuing degrees in nental health related fields into year| ong
i nt er nshi ps at |l ocal not-for-profit and state agencies to gain
i nval uabl e hands-on experience and training to further their passion; a
program that would go onto receive gubernatorial recognition and
support; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. @Gllo used hi s l'ife-1ong desire and
entrepreneurial drive to start his own business in 1972, Medical Service
Mar ket i ng Goup and Gllo Associates; as a sole proprietor, he
represented a diverse array of clients over the years before the New
York State Legislature and Executive branches, and worked with health
and human service clients to prepare and file certificate of need
applications to establish and open health care facilities in the
comunity to enhance access to care including the application for the
first anmbul atory surgical center in the State; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Gallo's career started on the frontlines of the
I ntersection of policy and service with the Mental Health Association in
New York State in 1966, a role that would go on to shape his character
and career; and

VWHEREAS, From 1986-1988, Richard J. Gallo was a nenber of the Nassau
Town Board; in this capacity, he worked coll aboratively to pass the nost
consequential zoning laws in the town's history preserving quality of



i fe while balancing potential for econom c growth; and

VWHEREAS, In his representation of DaVita Kidney Care, the nation's
| eading provider of kidney care and treatnent, R chard J. @Gllo
chanpi oned the passage and enactnent of a law in 2007, that codified the
only exception in the Public Health Law related to the establishnment and
ownership of dialysis centers by publicly traded conpanies providing a
critical infusion of support and capital enhancing to care for this
| ife-sustaining care in conmunities across New York State; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Gallo has steadfastly worked to assure the voice
and perspective of nmental health in deliberation of health care policy;
he was instrunental in the passage of the law requiring the fornmer State
Hospital Review and Planning Council, the body codified in New York
State Law, to evaluate the need for construction for health care
facilities to include two nenbers of the Mental Health Services Council,
a precedent that continues wth representation from the Behavioral
Health Services Council on the Public Health and Health Planning
Counci | ; and

WHEREAS Richard J. Gallo's | eadership and dedication contributed to
the 2006 passage and enactnment of New York's law requiring insurers and
health plans to treat nedical/surgical care and nental health and
substance disorders equitably, known as Tinothy's Law, an endeavor that
was decades in the making and strategically undertaken by the Tinothy's
Law Canpaign, coinciding wwth the federal passage of The Paul Wl | stone
and Pete Donenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008;
and

VWHEREAS, | n 2007, the New York State Psychiatric Associati on awarded
Richard J. Gallo with its Distinguished Service Award for his nany
contributions and acconplishnents including enactnment of New York's
mental health parity |law, and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Gallo's advocacy agai nst discrimnation against
nmental health and equitable treatnent never ceased as he | abored to nake
New York's nental health and substance use disorder parity |aw pernanent
in 2009 and continued in the decade and one-half after to enact neasures
to assure full inplenentation; and

VWHEREAS, In 2011, the Mental Health Association of New York State
honored Richard J. Gallo with the Leila Salnon Advocacy Award, which
recogni zes an individual advocate whose dedication and | eadership has
made an inpact on the availability, accessibility, and/or delivery of
nmental health services nationally on behalf of NYS;, and

WHEREAS, 1In 2018, to enhance conpliance with the federal and state
mental health and substance use disorder parity laws, Richard J. @Gllo
spearheaded a coalition of nore than a dozen organi zations to chanpi on
t he passage and enactnent of the precedent setting Mental Health and
Substance Use Disorder Parity Report Act, which conpels all insurers,
heal t h pl ans, and behavi oral heal th managenent conpanies, to submt key
data to the Departnent of Financial Services on a biennial basis for
anal ysis and evaluation of conpliance wth federal and state parity
| aws; and



VWHEREAS I n 2021, the Departnent of Financial Services used the 2017
data and anal ysis from Mental Heal th and Substance Use Disorder Parity
Report Act to fine three insurers $3.1 mllion for non-conpliance with
federal and state nental health and substance use disorder parity |[|aws,

a testament to the critical inportance of the |aw and regul ar eval uati on
and analysis of conpliance as these laws are an inportant bedrock in
assuring access to care, which has never been nore inportant as New
Yorkers contend with the enotional toll of the COvVID 19 pandem c; and

VWHEREAS, From 2010-2016, Richard J. Gllo, served on the board of
Fam | ies Together in New York State (FTNYS), a famly-run organization
which represents famlies of children with social, enotional, behavioral
and cross-systens challenges; he also served two terns as Chair of the
Public Policy Comrmittee, using his decades of experience to help shape
and advance the organization's |egislative and regulatory agenda and
harness the power of its nenbership to make their voices heard; and

WHEREAS, In 2017, Richard J. Gallo was named the FTNYS Advocate of
the Year; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Gallo's professionalism keen sensibility,
wi sdom and record of acconplishment has garnered the respect and nutua
adm ration of his colleagues, clients, and advocates alike; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Gllo's extraordinary career spanned nine
Governors, 12 Senate Majority Leaders, and 10 Assenbly Speakers, a
| ongevity characterized by his conmtnent to work with executives and
| egislators fromboth sides of the aisle in the interest of progress in
public policy; and

VWHEREAS, Richard J. Gllo's tirel ess efforts and not abl e
achi evenents have significantly contributed to bettering the quality of
life in his community; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his life, Rchard J. Gllo has continuously
di splayed initiative and an unrelenting conmtnent when pursuing the
hi ghest of goals, and he has served as a role nodel of |eadership to be
enmul ated by all; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Gllo's career exenplifies the words of New
York's thirty-sixth governor and twenty-sixth president of the United
States, Theodore Roosevelt, who once said, "It is not the critic who
counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stunbles, or where
t he doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the
man who is actually in the arena, whose face is nmarred by dust and sweat
and bl ood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who cones short again and
agai n, because there is no effort without error and shortcom ng; but who
does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasns, the
great devotions; who spends hinself in a worthy cause; who at the best
knows in the end the triunph of high achi evenent, and who at the worst,
if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place
shall never be with those cold and timd souls who neither know victory
nor defeat;" now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
coormend Richard J. Gllo wupon the occasion of his retirenent after a
50-year career in advocacy and governnent relations in New York State,
and to wi sh himcontinued success in all of his future endeavors; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Richard J. Gallo.



