Assenbl y Resol ution No. 1014
BY: M of A Gglio JM

MOURNI NG the death of Janes J. Snyder, |ongtine
chairman of the Cattaraugus County Legislature,
bel oved fam |y man and di stingui shed busi nessman

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding |ocal governnent officials
who, through their comm tnment and dedi cation, have served to inprove the
quality of life of their constituents, and have had a positive inpact on
comunities |arge and snmall throughout the county in which they were
elected, and the region at large; Janmes J. Snyder was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Janmes J. Snyder, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Janes J. Snyder passed away on Wednesday, May 11, 2022, at
the age of 86, at his hone in O ean, New York; and

WHEREAS, Born on January 8, 1936, Janes J. Snyder was the son of
Fl orence Elizabeth Mead and Joseph Henry Snyder; he was raised in d ean
and graduated from O ean H gh School; he earned his bachelor's degree
from Syracuse University, where he played basketball during all four
years of his attendance and his nmaster's degree from St. Bonaventure
Uni versity; and

VWHEREAS, Janes J. Snyder was a born | eader and true public servant;
he served in the United States Arny, both active and reserve, and was a
menber of the Anmerican Legion Post No. 530; his career in public service
extended fromOean to Little Valley to Albany in New York and to
Washi ngton, DC, and

WHEREAS, Upon his return to Oean, Janes J. Snyder |aunched his
political career as a nmenber of the O ean Common Council; he was then
elected to the Cattaraugus County Legislature, where he served for 44
years, 13 of which he was the Chair; he led the legislature in a
col | aborative manner, working to bring everyone together for the best
out cones of constituents; and

VWHEREAS, Janes J. Snyder was an acconpli shed busi nessman, working as
regi onal vice president of AAA of Western and Central New York, where he
found a niche in the travel agency division and was able to visit
countries around the gl obe; and

WHEREAS, As a legislator, Janes J. Snyder becane a representative of
his colleagues at the New York State Association of Counties and the
Nat i onal Association of Counties, rising to the office of president at
each organi zation; he was naned "County Leader of the Year" by Cty and
County nmgazine in 1990; and

VWHEREAS, President George H W Bush appointed Janes J. Snyder a



special assistant for local affairs from1991 to 1993, a result of his
dedication to representing the interests of county governments at the
state and national |evels; and

WHEREAS, Janes J. Snyder worked diligently to assist in the
est abli shnment of a regional canpus of Janestown Comunity College in
A ean; he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree fromthe college
in 2021; and

WHEREAS, The acconplishnments of Janmes J. Snyder during his years of
public service are nunerous and notable; he was the last surviving
menber of the Cattaraugus County Legislature's first neeting in 1970 at
his 2020 retirenment; in 2019, the legislative chanbers were renaned the
James J. Snyder Legislative Chanbers; he was adopted into the Hawk C an
of the Seneca Nation of Indians; and

WHEREAS, Janes J. Snyder is survived by his wife, Paula; three
daughters, Sydney Evans, Any Ehmann, and Shayne Certo; a son, Joseph;

two stepchildren, Tinmothy Perrigo and Maggie Kasperski; a sister,
El i zabeth Knight; 13 grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren; as
well as numerous friends and colleagues who wll long cherish his

menory; and

VWHEREAS, A devoted husband and father, Janes J. Snyder's name 1is
synonynmous Wwth character, dignity, and decency, qualities evident to
his famly and to all those who were fortunate enough to have known hi m
he will be deeply mssed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Janes J. Snyder, |ongtine chairman of the Cattaraugus
County Legislature, beloved famly man and distingui shed businessman;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of James J. Snyder



