Assenbly Resol ution No. 1013
BY: M of A Bronson

COMVEMORATI NG the 30th Anniversary of |mgeCQut
Fil m Festi val

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize the
profound inpact of those exenplary organi zations and events within the
great State of New York which proactively work for the enpowernent of
mnority conmunities, and the inportance of such work which benefits al
citizens of this State, and indeed, all citizens of the Nation, should
be rightfully comrended; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 30th Anniversary of |ImgeCQut Film Festival; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1993, the Rochester Lesbian and Gay Film and Video
Festival was established under the auspices of The Gay Alliance of the
Cenesee Val l ey and The Rochester Lesbian and Gay Political Caucus; and

VWHEREAS, The first festival included 18 prograns and 100 filnms and
vi deos and focused upon cel ebrating and docunenting the past and present
of the global Lesbhian and Gay conmmunity; each of these inaugural shows
attracted nearly 90% of the theatre's capacity, proving to its founders
they started a vital and exciting community event; and

VWHEREAS, During this tinme, the Rochester LGBT comunity received
their first taste of what woul d beconme the | argest annual cultural event
in the area; and

WHEREAS, The festival's second vyear brought new and innovative
changes; the Third Coast Call for Wrk, a distinct entry category to
hi ghlight the work of regional filmand video nakers, was introduced; in
addition, sign-language interpretive services of filmprograns for the
deaf and hearing-inpaired community were provi ded, maki ng Rochester one
of only a handful of festivals in North Anerica to offer this essential
service; and

WHEREAS, By 1995, the FilmFestival had grown dramatically; nore
than 100 filns and videos were exhibited and the first ever closing
night gala reception at George Eastnman House Miseum becane an annual
celebratory conclusion to the festival week; and

VWHEREAS, Archival N ght at the Dryden Theatre was al so introduced in
1995, featuring classic filnms of gay cinema's past from the George
East man House Miseum Modtion Picture Archives; a third venue, The
University of Rochester, allowed the Festival to reach a younger
audi ence, and an enthusiastic and diverse audi ence of nore than 4, 000
pressed to attend often sold out filnms; and

WHEREAS, As a result of such rapid gromh and support, the Rochester
Lesbian and Gay Fil mand Video Festival successfully incorporated in



1996 as an independent, not-for-profit corporation and the festival was
naned | mageQut; and

WHEREAS, After four years, |InmageQut joined the ranks of the
ever-growi ng national Lesbian and Gay Fil m Festival community, rivaling
many festivals in cities both conparable to and larger than Rochester;
and

WHEREAS, |mageQut, a conmmunity-based volunteer organization, has
served as a ngjor vehicle in pronoting |esbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender visibility and wunderstanding; its reach has extended to
t housands within the greater Rochester gay, |esbhian, bisexual, and

transgender community and beyond to the general population of the entire
Western New York region; and

WHEREAS, Each record-breaking year brought nore prograns and | arger
audi ences to the FilmFestival; fromtwo venues in 1993 to five venues
in 2001, |ImageQut not only expanded the nunber of seats avail able, but
al so areas of the city where filns were screened; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernmore, 2001s record attendance of 8,500 and 43
different progranms of filmand video solidified InmageQut's position as
the largest | eshian and gay filmfestival in Upstate New York and the
second |largest |lesbian and gay filmfestival in all of New York State;
and

WHEREAS, | n 2009, |nageQut added screenings to the southern part of
Monr oe County at the Rochester Institute of Technology's Ingle
Auditorium with the help of QOUTspoken, t he RIT L&BT  student
organi zati on; and

WHEREAS, Today, | nmageCQut continues to be a | eading provider of LGBT
arts and cultural progranms in the region, hosting the largest film
festival in Rochester and the largest LGBT filmfestival in New York
State; and

WHEREAS, The success of InmageQut is in direct correlation to the
efforts of its dedicated nenbers and vol unteers, whose invol venent is,
and al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commitnent, an
unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in
al | endeavors on behal f of the organization and the conmmunity it serves;
and

VWHEREAS, For three decades, |InmageQut has remained true to its
m ssion of presenting LGBT arts and cultural experiences showcasing
films, other creative works and artists to pronote awareness, foster
di al ogue and build comunity; and

WHEREAS, Qur society is greatly benefited by the purposeful efforts
of individuals who unite for the cause of inproving the quality of life
for others, and who proactively work toward the goal of dignity for all;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 30th Anniversary of ImageQut Film Festival; and be it



further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to | mageCQut.



