Senat e Resol ution No. 997
BY: Senat or BROOKS

COVWEMORATI NG the 80th Anniversary of Gvil Ar
Pat r ol

WHEREAS, The State of New York takes great pride in recognizing and
honoring those organizations selflessly dedicated to protecting our
country and inproving the health and well-being of comunities
t hroughout the State and our nation; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
80th Anniversary of the GCvil Ar Patrol; and

WHEREAS, The G vil Air Patrol has tw categories of |legislative
nmenberships; one for the national legislative unit designated as the
Congressi onal Squadron, and the other for state |egislative squadrons;
and

WHEREAS, Each vyear, on the first day of Decenber, this vita
organi zation renenbers the sacrifices of its wearliest nenbers, whose
extraordinary contributions to Anerica continue today in its citizen
vol unteers' vigilant service to country and community; and

WHEREAS, G vil Air Patrol (CAP) was founded on Decenber 1, 1941,
less than one week before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor led to
Anerica's involvenent in Wrld War |1; its nenbers quickly proved their
worth by conducting aerial patrols on their own, heroism which
di scouraged and eventually helped stop deadly German U boat attacks
along United States coastlines and waterways; and

VWHEREAS, On May 26, 1948, Congress passed a | aw designating CAP as
the Air Force Auxiliary wth three primary mssions - energency
m ssi ons, cadet prograns, and aerospace education; and

WHEREAS, The wartine service of CAP' s "subchasers” hel ped stop the
| oss of Anerican and Allied nmerchant vessels, saving the |ives of untold
t housands of sailors and countless mllions of dollars of war nmateriel
destined for the battlefields in Europe and the Pacific; and

WHEREAS, In addition to coastal patrols, CAP aircrews assisted with
ot her essential wartime mssions on the home front, such as search and
rescue, disaster relief, border patrol, forest fire patrol, target
towing for mlitary practice and transporting critical supplies; and

VWHEREAS, Recent high-visibility CAP m ssions have included responses
to the COVID-19 Pandem c, donating over 40,000 days of service to their
communities, states and the nation; tornadoes, forest fires, Hawaiian
and Pacific Coast tsunam s, hurricanes Katrina, Sandy, Harvey, Irma and
Maria, wldfires in the Southwest and in California, Mdwest flooding
and Septenber 11 terrorist attacks; and

WHEREAS, Those services provided by Gvil Ar Patrol's Wrld War



Il-era veterans earned CAP a Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
civilian honor bestowed by Congress, on Decenber 10, 2014; and

VWHEREAS, Today, nore than 61, 000 CAP nenbers continue to build on
the terrific foundation forged by their forefathers; and

WHEREAS, As a top resource for disaster relief, CAP is often first
on the scene, providing aerial photography and danage assessnent to help
energency officials pinpoint critical infrastructure needs in real tine
as well as ground team support, often providing door-to-door services,
whi ch includes water, food and supply delivery for victins; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Civil Air Patrol reaches tens of thousands of
t he country's school - age chil dren and their teachers, wth a
conprehensi ve selection of academic prograns that stress the STEM
subjects of science, technology, engineering and math, in addition to
prograns that encourage a drug-free lifestyle; and

VWHEREAS, CAPs nenbership includes nore than 475 chaplains who
fulfill critical needs for deployed U S. mlitary chaplains and provide
counseling services for soldiers and their famlies, as well as disaster
victinms; and

WHEREAS, In addition, to its partnership with Weaths Across
Anerica, CAP annually honors mlitary veterans by hel ping sponsor and
pl ace tens of thousands of weaths at the graves of fallen soldiers at
U. S. ceneteries nationwi de and overseas; and

VWHEREAS, Under the lum nous direction of Major General Mark Smth,
CAP' s legacy lives on in today's all-volunteer force, which continues to
contribute to Anerica's defense by providing aerial reconnaissance for
honel and security, giving Ar Force fighter pilots practice in
protecting airspace and helping train United States mlitary troops for
servi ce overseas; and

VWHEREAS, Over Its di sti ngui shed 80- year hi story, CAP has
denpnstrated conti nuous service to the residents and comunities which
it serves; and

WHEREAS, The success of CAP is in direct correlation to the efforts
of its wvolunteers, whose involvenent 1is, and always has been,
characterized by an inpressive conmtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and
an unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of
the organi zation and the communities it serves; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are
brought to our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 80th Anniversary of Civil Air Patrol; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Major GCeneral Mark Smth, National Commander and Chi ef



Executive Oficer, Cvil Air Patrol.



