Senat e Resol ution No. 980
BY: Senat or THOVAS

COWEMORATING the 50th  Anniversary of the
| ndependence of the United Arab Emrates

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the |Independence of the United Arab
Em rates; and

VWHEREAS, | ndependence Day is a significant public holiday in the
United Arab Emrates; it is celebrated on Decenber 2nd every year and is
the day the country attained its independence in 1971, and the day its
British protectorate status ended; and

VHEREAS, The United Arab Emrates, is a constitutional federation of
seven enirates; and

VWHEREAS, The European voyagers discovered the United Arab Emrates
in 1498; as a result, the history of the country dates back to over 500
years; its history is interrupted by Portuguese, Dutch and British
settlers who for hundreds of years each fought to control this
territory; and

VWHEREAS, The British Enpire ultimately was able to take control of
the Shei kdons of Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, A man, Umm al - Qai wai n,
Fuj ai rah, and Ras al - Khai mah in 1820; and

VWHEREAS, The country attained its well-deserved independence from
the British on Decenber 2, 1971; and

WHEREAS, The United Arab Em rates hosts nearly 100 foreign enbassies
inits capital of Abu Dhabi, and al nbst 80 consul ates in Dubai; and

VWHEREAS, In gaining independence, the United Arab Enmirates today is
a nation of 9.89 mllion people that is projected to continue to grow
until 2033; and

WHEREAS, There are nore than 200 nationalities |iving and working in
the United Arab Emrates; and

WHEREAS, The literacy rate in the United Arab Emrates is close to
95% and

VWHEREAS, The United Arab Emirates globally ranks as having the sixth
| argest proven reserves of both oil and natural gas; and



WHEREAS, Sone notable |andmarks to be found in the United Arab
Emrates include: the Burj Khalifa, the world' s tallest building; the

Pal m Junei rah, the world's |argest nman-nmade archi pel ago; and the Shei kh
Zayed Mbsque, the eighth-largest nosque in the world; and

WHEREAS, The United Arab Enmirates has achieved nany inportant
m | estones in the nedical, educational, technological and social arenas;
and

WHEREAS, The United Arab Em rates has w tnessed i npressive econonic
and urban revolutions, crowning it as one of the leading touristic
destinations and investnent hub, both regionally and internationally;
and

WHEREAS, H. H. Shei kh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
United Arab Emirates proclainmed 2021, as the "Year of the 50th" to
comenorate 50 years of the country's formation in 1971; and

VWHEREAS, From April 6, 2021 until March 31, 2022, the United Arab
Emrates will celebrate the journey of its founding five decades and
begin preparing the journey of its next five decades; and

VWHEREAS, This Legi sl ative Body decl ares Decenber 2, 2021, as Emrati
Day in New York State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to recogni ze such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the «cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the Independence of the United Arab
Emirates; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the United Arab Emrates Consul General and the United
Nat i ons Anbassador .



