Senate Resolution No. 901
BY: Senator MYRI E

CELEBRATI NG t he 50t h Anni versary of the passage by
the United States Congress of the 26th Amendnent,
providing for the voting rights of 18, 19 and 20
year-ol ds, to the Constitution of the United States

WHEREAS, On March 23, 1971, Congress passed the 26th Amendnent to
the Constitution of the United States, guided by the shared ideals of
freedom sovereignty, denocracy, civil liberties, and individual rights;
and

WHEREAS, Since the lowering of the draft age to 18 in Wrld War 11,
t here had been repeated efforts to lower the voting age to address the
fact that there were young nmen who were ol d enough to fight a world war,
but not old enough to vote in the country they were fighting for; and

VWHEREAS, On March 10, 1971, the United States Senate voted 94-0 in
support of proposing an anendnent that would lower the mninmm voting
age to 18 -everywhere in the country, and on March 23rd, the United
St at es House of Representatives voted 401-19 for the anmendnent; and

WHEREAS, On July 1, 1971, three-quarters of the states ratified the
anendnent, just three nonths for 38 states to ratify the Anendnent, the
fastest any anendnent had been approved; and

VWHEREAS, The introduction, passage, and ultimate ratification of the
26t h Anmendnent was the cul m nation of years of wrk and struggle by
advocates for the rights of young adults across the United States; and

VWHEREAS, The ratification of the 26th Anendnent ensured young adults
could nore fully participate in our denocracy and fundanental |y changed
the role of wonmen in the civic life of our Nation; and

VWHEREAS, The 26t h Anendnment gave young people rights to directly
participate in the political process and anplified their voices in the
canpaigns for civil rights, environnmental protection, wonen's rights and
for ending the Vietnam War; and

VWHEREAS, The 50t h Anniversary of Congress' ratification of the 26th
Anendnent represents a historical mlestone to be | auded and cel ebrat ed,;
it provides for young adult suffrage, pronotes the core val ues of our
denocracy as promised by the Constitution of the United States,
continues to strengthen denocratic participation, and inspires future
generations to cherish and preserve the historic precedent established
under the 26th Anendnent; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cel ebrate the 50th Anniversary of the passage by the United States
Congress of the 26th Amendnent, providing for the voting rights of 18,
19 and 20 year-olds, to the Constitution of the United States.






