Senate Resol ution No. 843
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
Sept enber 2021, as Al opecia Areata Awareness Mnth
in the State of New York

WHEREAS, The State of New York takes great pride 1in recognizing
of fici al nmonths established to increase awareness of serious health
i ssues that affect the lives of all New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai m Septenber 2021, as Al opecia Areata
Awar eness Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Al opecia Areata Awareness Mnth; and

WHEREAS, This vyear's thenme, developed by the National Al opecia
Areata Foundation (NAAF), is "SeeUS"'; and

VWHEREAS, Al opecia Areata affects as many as 6.8 mllion people in
Anerica and causes hair loss which can range from patches of hair,
typically circular and coin-size, to conplete hair |oss, otherw se known
as Al opecia Totalis; and

VWHEREAS, Wiile there is no known cause for this autoi nmune disease,
several factors seem to contribute; sone evidence shows genes which
control T regulator cells may be involved in Alopecia Areata, and
patients who have ot her aut oi nmune di seases | i ke autoi nmune
pol ygl andul ar syndrone (APS) or autoi nmune thyroid disease (A TD), nmay
be predictive of poor outcones with treatnent; and

VWHEREAS, Although there is no known cure, it is generally possible
for Al opecia Areata patients to regrow hair because the hair follicle is
not totally destroyed or scarred as it is wth <cicatricial (scarring)
al opeci as; and

VWHEREAS, Bringing awareness to this disease is designed to help
t hose experiencing hair loss remain confident and positive, despite
their condition; hair loss often carries a stigma that can only be
di spelled with education and knowl edge, and for many with this disease,
the enotional aspect of |living with hair |oss can be the greatest
chal | enge; and

VWHEREAS, During the nonth of Septenber, nany comunities across
Anrerica wll be holding special events to bring awareness to this
di sease, and minor and major |eague baseball teans have joined in
hel pi ng NAAF get the word out that it is nothing to be ashaned of; and

WHEREAS, The National Institutes of Health and ot her organizations
are continuously supporting research that may one day put an end to this
di sease; currently, researchers are studying the developnent of hair
follicles in hopes of finding treatnents which will address the cause of
this disease, and investigating genetic clues wth the hopes of



devel opi ng therapies and early intervention strategies; and

VWHEREAS, Fortunately, Alopecia Areata is not a |I|ife-threatening
i1l ness, nor does it <cause any pain; it is not contagi ous and nost
people with this disease are generally healthy; and

VWHEREAS, Al opecia Areata does not interfere with life or long-term
pl ans and, while the course of the disease varies and is generally
unpredi ctable, hair often regrows; there are treatnents which can help
restart hair regrowth, and hair replacement can ease the enotional
struggles for those who have | ess than optinmal regrowth; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is aware of the inpact that Al opecia
Areata can have on people living with the disorder, and recognizes the
need for enhanced public awareness, as well as supports the goals and
i deal s of Al opecia Areata Awareness Month, as designated by the National
Al opeci a Areata Foundation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimSeptenber 2021, as
Al opeci a Areata Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transnmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonop, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



