Senate Resolution No. 823
BY: Senat or GAUGHRAN

CONGRATULATI NG Presi dent/CEO Gerard McCaffery upon
the occasion of his retirenent after 15 years of
di stingui shed service to MercyFirst

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body seeks to acknow edge t hose
i ndi vidual s whose professional lives and civic endeavors serve to
enhance the stature of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratulate
Presi dent/ CEO Gerard McCaffery upon the occasion of his retirenent after
15 years of distinguished service to MercyFirst to be celebrated with a
Cocktail Party held in his honor at the MercyFirst Canpus Field, in
Syosset, New York, on Thursday, June 3, 2021; and

WHEREAS, Gerard "Jerry" MCaffery has served as President/ CEO of
MercyFirst since 2006; founded in 1894 by the Sisters of Mercy,
MercyFirst enpl oys over 600 people in 15 | ocations in Brooklyn, Queens,
Nassau and Suffol k County; and

WHEREAS, Toget her, these progranms serve over 3,000 children, vyouth
and famlies each year through preventive services, famly foster care
and adoption services, group homes and nother-child residences, juvenile
justice, immgrant youth prograns, nedical and nental health services,
and specialized residential treatnent prograns on the Syosset Canpus;
and

VWHEREAS, Remmining true to its notto for over 125 years, "Hope is
Unst oppabl e!”™ MercyFirst has ensured that children and famlies receive
the nost innovative, effective and conpassi onate care avail able; and

WHEREAS, Cerard McCaffery graduated from Nassau Conmmunity College
with an Associate's degree in Mithematics; he also attended SUNY at
Stony Brook where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Secondary
Education and History; he then earned his MBA from New York University
Stern School of Business; nore recently, he served as a Mentor to
graduate students in Fordham University's Center for Nonprofit Leaders;
and

VWHEREAS, W th al nost 45 years of experience |eading and managing
not-for-profit agencies, GCerard MCaffery started in the field as a
Houseparent in a group hone for teenage boys; prior to joining
MercyFirst, he served as President/CEO for 10 years of Seanen's Society
for Children and Famlies, a child and fam |y services agency serving
Staten |Island and Brooklyn, and before that, he was the Vice President
of Children's House, a non-profit child and famly service agency on
Long Island, now called Fam |y and Children's Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, An exceptional |eader, Gerard McCaffery brings a business
approach to providing critical human services with extensive experience
in strategic planning, nedia relations, program devel opnent and fi nance;



he has been involved in several nergers of not-for-profit agencies as a
means of nmaking services nore integrated and cost efficient; and

VWHEREAS, Gerard McCaffery is a long-tine nenber of the Board of
Directors of the Council of Famly and Child Caring Agencies, a
state-wide coalition of child welfare agencies in New York State; he
served as the Council's Downstate Vice President and was the |ong-tine
Chair of their Accountability Conmttee that works with the New York
Cty Administration for Children's Services in inproving methods to
evaluate an agency's performance in delivering child welfare services;
and

WHEREAS, He was a Foundi ng Board Menber of +the Collaborative for
Children and Families which was designated in 2016 as a Children's
Heal th Hone by the New York State Departnent of Health; previously, he
served as a menber of the Board of Directors of the Health and Welfare
Counci |l of Long Island; and

WHEREAS, As President/CEOQ, Gerard MCaffery rendered faithful,
conscientious and valuable service to MercyFirst; serving with loyalty,
honor and distinction, he was governed by a keen sense of duty and
al wvays showed a wunique grasp of human problens, earning himthe
adm ration, esteemand affection of his coll eagues; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate President/CEO Gerard McCaffery upon the occasion of his
retirement, and to wish himwell in all his future endeavors; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Gerard McCaffery.



