Senate Resolution No. 776
BY: Senat or AKSHAR

CONGRATULATING O ficer Jody Kennedy wupon the
occasion of his retirenent after 28 years of
di st i ngui shed service to t he field of |aw
enf or cement

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distinguished officers who woul d devote thensel ves to public
service, denonstrating great courage and diligence in providing for the
care and welfare of the citizens of their conmunities and this great
Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commtnent and dedication,
command the respect and admration of their comunity for their
exenpl ary contributions and service on behal f of others; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratulate
O ficer Jody Kennedy upon the occasion of his retirenment after 28 years

of distinguished service to the field of |law enforcenent; this
auspicious occasion wll be celebrated at an event on Sunday, My 16,
2021; and

VWHEREAS, Jody Kennedy grew up in a |oving hone and greatly respected
his father, Oficer Joseph Kennedy Sr., and his |aw enforcenent career;
also heeding the call to public service, Jody followed in his father's
f oot st eps, soneone he | oved and deeply adm red, and decided to becone a
police officer; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating from Broone County Law Enforcenent Acadeny
in 1993, Jody Kennedy began his |Iong and distinguished career in |aw
enforcement with the Deposit Police Departnment; from 1993-1997, he also
wor ked for the Afton Police Departnent; and

WHEREAS, O ficer Jody Kennedy then joined the Chenango County
Sheriff's Departnent in March of 1997; after nore than four years of
service, he becane a patrolman with the Johnson City Police Departnent,
the position fromwhich he officially retired in April of 2021; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his role as a patrolman, Oficer Jody
Kennedy served in the DW enforcenent wunit and held the title of
Presi dent of the Johnson City Police Benevol ent Association (PBA) for 10
pl us years; and

WHEREAS, Under O ficer Jody Kennedy's |um nous |eadership, this
fraternal organization diligently worked to pronote and assist with
mai nt ai ni ng professionalismon the part of its nenbers as well as
educating the general public regarding the role and function of its
menbers to the community; and

WHEREAS, O ficer Jody Kennedy was al so instrunmental in establishing



the D.W Smth Menorial Scholarship to a high school senior in Broone
County, and started and coordinated a Peer Support Team through the
Johnson City Police Union, the first of its kind for the region; and

WHEREAS, O ficer Jody Kennedy began his journey with peer support
and suicide awareness for |aw enforcenent in 2008, after attending a
Concerns of Police Survivors (C.OP.S. ) training, as well as a training
assisting |l aw enforcenment officers who are involved in deadly physical
force encounters; and

WHEREAS, As a Peer Support Coordinator, Oficer Jody Kennedy was
wor ki ng on a piece of New York State legislation in 2018, when he net
Jim Banish, and Ilearned of the New York Law Enforcenent Assistance
Program (NYLEAP) and its mission of inproving the nental health of al
| aw enforcenent officers and first responders; and

VWHEREAS, Through NYLEAP, O ficer Jody Kennedy trained police
officers both locally and across New York State, educating them on
sui cide awareness, the exposure and inpact of trauna and traunatic
events, career-related cunulative stress, and offering resources for
hel p; and

WHEREAS, O ficer Jody Kennedy was al ways passi onate about hel ping
first responders to break the stignma and to realize that it is okay not
to be okay, and that it is okay to ask for help; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career, Oficer Jody Kennedy was al ways
ready and willing to lend a hel ping hand to anyone; he coordinated a
benefit to raise noney for sick famly nenbers of fellow | aw enforcenent
officers, participated in benefit 5K runs, and was involved wth Toys
for Tots; and

WHEREAS, For his steadfast and unremtting commtnment to his
profession and comunity, Oficer Jody Kennedy was the recipient of
nuner ous awards and accol ades; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, O ficer Jody Kennedy truly served
the residents of the Southern Tier wth conpassion, integrity, and
fairness, attributes which will forever serve as an exanple for his
fellow officers; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who unselfishly devote their |ives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their conmtnment and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate Oficer Jody Kennedy upon the occasion of his retirenent
after 28 years of distinguished service to the field of |aw enforcenent,
and to wish himwell in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to Oficer Jody Kennedy.



