Senate Resolution No. 773
BY: Senator SALAZAR

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
May 11, 2021, as Donestic Violence Awareness and
Prevention Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, As part of executing its mssion, the New York State
Coalition Against Donestic Violence seeks to create and support the
soci al change necessary to prevent and confront all forns of donestic
violence and to ensure the availability and accessibility of innovative
and effective supports and services for all donestic violence survivors
and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, The Coalition's principles and practices prioritize the
safety, needs and concerns of donestic violence survivors, provide
support and encouragenent for the participation of survivors in the
struggle to eradicate personal and institutional violence against them
and recogni ze that conmunities nust work together to dismantle
oppression, end systenm c racism and uproot the inequities that foster
vi ol ence; and

VWHEREAS, Donestic violence is a pattern of coercive behavior and
tactics used by soneone against their intimte partner in an attenpt to
gain or nmaintain power and control, and types of abuse can include
physi cal, sexual, psychol ogi cal, technol ogi cal and econom ¢ abuse; and

WHEREAS, Donestic violence is not limted to specific groups based
on race, socioeconom c status, gender identity, sex, sexual orientation,
ethnicity, age, religious affiliation or social l|ocation, but rather is
per petrated by abusers fromall social groups; and

VHEREAS, Approximately one in three wonen and one in four nmen in the
United States have experienced sone form of physical violence by an
intimate partner; and

WHEREAS, On average, 24 people per mnute are victins of rape,
physi cal violence or stalking by an intimate partner in the United
States -- nore than 12 mllion wonen and nen over the course of a year
and

WHEREAS, Donestic viol ence survivors experience a host of health-
and nental health-related consequences at far greater rates than their
counterparts who have not been abused; and

VWHEREAS, New York State consistently has the greatest denand for
donmestic violence support services in the country with 8,313 survivors
requesting services on just one day in 2020, and 1,921 wunfulfilled
service requests because donestic violence service providers did not
have the resources to provide such services; and

VWHEREAS, The NYS O fice of Children and Famly Services reported
that nore than 53, 300 survivors of donestic violence and their children



recei ved services fromresidential, non-residential, and transitional
housing prograns |icensed by OCFS, and nore than 312,700 hotline calls

were recei ved by donmestic violence prograns across the State in 2019;
and

VWHEREAS, According to the NYS Division of Crimnal Justice Services,
there were 65 intimate partner homcides in New York State in 2019, a 10
percent increase fromthe year before; and

VWHEREAS, Only approximately one-quarter of all physical assaults,
one-fifth of all rapes, and one-half of all stalking i ncidents
perpetrated against wonmen by intimate partners are reported to the
police; and

WHEREAS, The econonic burden of donestic violence in the United

States is nearly $3.6 trillion over victins' lifetines, based on 43
mllion US. adults with victimzation history, including $2.1 trillion
in medical costs, $1.3 trillion in |ost productivity anong victins and
perpetrators, $73 billion in crimnal justice activities and $62 billion

in other costs; and

VWHEREAS, The <cost of a single homicide is estimated at $17.25
mllion when considering nedical care, lost future earnings, other
related public programm ng and services, and property damage and ot her
| osses; and

VWHEREAS, Researchers estimate that between 3.3 mllion and 10
mllion children are exposed to adult donestic violence each year, and
children who witness donestic violence suffer nany adverse outcones
during their childhood that can extend into their adult years, including
chronic disease, substance use and chem cal dependency, dropping out of
school, and enpl oynent and rel ati onship chall enges; and

VWHEREAS, Primary prevention strategi es address the root causes and
conditions that nake donestic violence possible, and public health
research has shown that inplenenting prevention activities at nultiple
| evel s on the social ecology scale - individual, relationship,
community, and societal - wll lead to | asting social change; and

WHEREAS, Primary prevention is focused on establishing gender
equality, cultivating and pronoting healthy rel ati onshi p behaviors, and
changing conditions in our comunities and culture to stop donestic
viol ence before it starts; and

VWHEREAS, Primary prevention education and awareness canpai gns and
strategies have the potential to increase the identification of
donestic, dating and sexual violence, ensure appropriate and consi stent
responses from hel pi ng professionals and the general public, and act as
a powerful catalyst to change social and conmmunity norns that foster
heal t hy rel ati onshi p behavi ors pronoting respect and equity; and

VWHEREAS, Donesti c vi ol ence advocat es consistently provi de
conprehensive and conpassionate |ife-saving services, advocacy, and
support to survivors of donmestic violence despite being historically



underval ued for the work that they do; and

WHEREAS, As essential, frontline wrkers, New York's donestic
vi ol ence advocates transitioned quickly during the COVID- 19 Pandemc to
provi de renote advocacy services, re-direct funding for the purchase of
Pandem c-rel ated supplies and new technologies, re-train staff and

nodi fy energency shelter facilities and protocols to conply with health
regul ations for isolation and quarantine, to ensure the continuity of
services for all donestic violence survivors; and

WHEREAS, New York State needs to continually and significantly
i nvest in New York's donestic violence service delivery systemin order
to neet the rising demand for services and to continue progress toward
endi ng donestic violence once and for all; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim My 11, 2021, as
Donestic Viol ence Awareness and Prevention Day in the State of New York;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New York; and the New York State Coalition Agai nst Donestic Violence.



