Senate Resolution No. 679
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNI NG the death of Bruce Kogan, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of his conmunity

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body, representing the people of the State
of New York, is noved this day to pay tribute to an emnent nmn of
indomtable faith and dedication whose public service and countless
acconplishnents will forever stand as a paradigm and inspiration for
ot hers; and

VWHEREAS, The wunity of our State and Nation is built upon the
conpassi on of individuals such as Bruce Kogan who upheld the values of
community |ife and who, through their great actions, epitonm zed the best
of humanity; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Brooklyn, New York, Bruce Kogan spent his life in
the service of others and was truly dedicated to making the world a
better place; and

WHEREAS, 1In the |ate 1990s, Bruce Kogan noved to Buffal o, New York,
and becane a part of Stonewall, the vital Western New York organization
whi ch advocates for the |ocal LGTQ community; and

VWHEREAS, During his illustrious career at the New York State Crine
Victins Board, and his lifetine spent as a steadfast supporter of
equality and justice for all comunities, especially the |esbian, gay,
bi sexual and transgender conmunity, Bruce Kogan never gave up the fight;
and

WHEREAS, A forner President of SDWY, Bruce Kogan served the
organi zation in many roles throughout the vyears; he is forever an
essential part of the work of SDWNY and all LGBTQ advocacy in Wstern
New Yor k, across New York State and throughout our Nation; and

WHEREAS, Wth every neeting attended, |obby visit nade and heart
changed, Bruce Kogan truly hel ped bring about the nonunental progress
the LGBTQ community has made in the | ast decades; and

VWHEREAS, Whet her through LGBTQ youth protections, narriage equality,
transgender civil rights, or through every other issue which inpacted
his community, Bruce Kogan was always there; the lives of every wonan,
man and child in the local community is better and nore equal for his
unwavering commtnent and life's work to this vital cause; he was was
also a dedicated advocate who worked tirelessly to elimnate the "gay
pani ¢ defense"; and

VWHEREAS, A central passion of Bruce Kogan's life was his advocacy
for LABTQ crinme victinms, never stopping in his pursuit of justice on
behal f of those who have been victimzed; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, anong his work on this issue, Bruce Kogan



tirelessly fought for justice for Wnthrop "Wnkie" Bean, witing the
play "Call Me Wnkie," which has been perforned nultiple times in
Western New York; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndividual for the benefit of others which Bruce Kogan displayed
t hroughout his life; and

WHEREAS, It has always been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor those individuals who have di splayed their commtnent to the
bet t er ment of their communities, and it is the intent of this
Legislative Body to inscribe upon its records, this tribute to Bruce
Kogan, that future generations nay know and appreciate his admrable
character, his many benevol ent deeds, and the respect and esteem in
whi ch he was held by his peers; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Bruce Kogan | eaves behind a | egacy which wll [long endure
the passage of time and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all he
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Bruce Kogan, and to express its deepest condol ences
to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Bruce Kogan



