Senate Resol ution No. 648
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
April 18-24, 2021, as Osteopathic Medicine Wek in
the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance National Osteopathic Medicine Wek

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim April 18-24, 2021, as Osteopathic
Medicine Wek in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Osteopathic Medicine Wek, and to pay tribute to
t he osteopathic physicians of this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, There are currently over 151,000 osteopathic physicians
(DGCs) and osteopathic nedical students in the United States; this figure
i ncl udes a growi ng nunber of wonen and minorities; and

VWHEREAS, One in four nedical students in the US. attends an
ost eopat hi ¢ nedi cal school, with enroll nment increasing approximtely 25%
every five years; and

WHEREAS, DOs are projected to represent nore than 20% of practicing
physi ci ans by 2030; and

VWHEREAS, DOs have made trenmendous contributions to the Anerican
health care system since the Osteopathic Medical Profession was founded
by Andrew Taylor Still, MD, DO, in 1874; and

WHEREAS, DGOCs have treated U. S. presidents, contributed to the fight
against AIDS and the fight for civil rights, and served on nati onw de
heal t h care panels; and

WHEREAS, DCs are fully-licensed to prescribe nedicine and practice
in all specialty areas of nedicine, including surgery; and

WHEREAS, DOs are trained to consider the health of the whol e person
and use their hands to hel p diagnose and treat their patients; and

VWHEREAS, DGCs provi de conprehensive nedical care, including primry
care, specialty care, preventive nedicine, diagnoses and the appropriate
use of nedication, surgery, manipulation and hospital referral, often
practicing in rural and urban nedically underserved areas; and

VWHEREAS, New York State has nore than 7,500 osteopathic physicians
in practice, who are dedicated to inproving the health of their
comuni ties through education and advocacy, as well as by delivering
quality health services; and

WHEREAS, The ~citizens of New York State recognize the need for
osteopat hic physicians who are conmitted to bringing attention to
i mproving the health of Anmericans, regardl ess of age, incone |evel, or
ethnicity; and



VWHEREAS, New York State has four college of osteopathic nedicine
canpuses, The New York Institute of Technology (NYIT) College of

Ost eopathic Medicine in Od Westbury, the Touro College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Harlem the Touro College of GOsteopathic Medicine in
M ddl etown, and the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine in Elmra,
all  of which train students who enter prinmary care specialties in
nunbers wel | above the national average; and

VWHEREAS, Gsteopathi c physici ans deserve acknow edgnent for providing
hi gh-quality, conprehensive care to New Yorkers across our state; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 18-24, 2021, as
Ost eopat hic Medicine Week in the State of New York, in conjunction with
t he observance of National Osteopathic Medicine Wek in appreciation to
ost eopat hi ¢ physicians for their contributions to health care; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of
New York, the New York State Osteopathic Medical Society, and the
Aneri can Osteopat hic Associ ation.



