Senate Resolution No. 631
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

MOURNI NG the untinely death of DMX, | egendary New
York rap icon and tal ented actor

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those nusical geniuses whose conmtnent and creative talents
have contributed to the entertai nnent and cultural enrichment of their
comunity and the entire State of New York; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of DMX, noting the significance of
his inspired |ife and acconplishnents; and

VWHEREAS, Earl "DMX' Simmons, a snarling yet soulful rapper who
dom nated the Billboard charts, releasing a string of No. 1 albuns
reflecting his gritty past and featuring his renowed gruff and
unm stakabl e lyrical style, died on Friday, April 9, 2021, in Wite
Pl ai ns, New York, at the age of 50; and

VWHEREAS, Born on Decenber 18, 1970 in Mount Vernon, New York, Earl
Si mons was the first and only child of Arnett Sinmons and Joe Barker;
he and his famly settled into the School Street Houses in Yonkers, New
York, when he was five years old; and

WHEREAS, In the late 1980s, Earl Simmons began his nusic career on
the streets of Yonkers, performng as a beatboxer with a | ocal rapper
nanmed Ready Ron before making a nane for hinself as a battle rapper in
the early 1990s; it was during this tinme that he chose the nane "DWX"
whi ch came froman instrunent he had used at Children's Village, the
Qberheim DMX drum machine; it was also later interpreted as "Dark Man
X"; and

VWHEREAS, DMX rose to promnence in the late 1990s wth the Ruff
Ryders; early on, his mxtapes helped build his popularity around New
York Cty, and he began being featured on other rappers' releases,
including LL Cool J's 1991 single "4, 3, 2, 1"; he was al so on Mase's
"24 Hrs. to Live" and the Lox's "Mney, Power, Respect”; and

WHEREAS, By the late 1990s, DMX had a recording contract wth Def
Jam Records and quickly becane the | abel's prem er standout artist; his
raspy growl of a voice was distinctive and inmediately recognizable in
househol ds wor | dwi de; and

WHEREAS, DMX struck gold in 1998 by releasing two chart-topping
al bums in the sane year; he barked over the chorus of "Get at M Dog,"
the breakout single fromhis debut album "It's Dark and Hell Is Hot,"
whi ch was rel eased on May 12, 1998, and entered the Billboard chart at
No. 1 as the albumsold a quarter-nmllion copies in its opening week;
his second al bum "Flesh of My Flesh, Blood of My Blood," was released
on Decenber 22, 1998, and was an even bigger conmercial success, selling
670, 000 copies in its opening week; and



VWHEREAS, DMX rapped wth an explosive cadence on his 1999 al bum
"...And Then There Was X, " which went nulti-platinumoff the success of

t he nonunental singles "Party Up" and "Wat's My Nane"; furthernore, the
raw "Ruff Ryders' Anthemi served as a tribute to his record |abel, and
he brought a nore introspective, brooding delivery on "Damien," a story
about maki ng a nurderous bargain with a denonic benefactor; and

VWHEREAS, DMX titled a 2001 al bum "The G eat Depression,” w th many
of his npbst swaggering songs conveying hints of lingering traum; he
went on to rel ease several nore al buns over the years, including "G and
Chanp” in 2003, and "Undi sputed” in 2012; although his nmusic was often
menacing and dark, it was also infused with Christian spirituality and
he regul arly ended his concerts with a prayer; and

VWHEREAS, Known for his electrifying concerts and renarkable stage
presence, DMX was truly a man of singular distinction, exercising sheer
force of will to pull the spotlight down on hinself and demanding the
crowd's attention; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his extraordinary nusic career, DM starred
with rappers Nas and Method Man in Hype Wllians's 1998 film "Belly";
he appeared in the 2000 action novie, "Roneo Must Die" al ongside Jet L
and Aaliyah, starred with Steven Seagal in the 2001 action film "Exit
Wunds," and BET provided a closer |look at his personal |life with the
2006 reality series "DW: Soul of a Man"; and

VWHEREAS, Overcom ng nuch adversity, DMX took the pain from his bl eak
chil dhood and the inpact it had on his I|ife to not only inform his
music, but to wite his nenoir, E.A R L.: The Autobi ography of DMX; and

WHEREAS, Throughout an extraordinary career which traversed nore
than three decades, DMX sold mllions of records and was the first
musician to have his first five albuns reach No. 1 on the Bill board
chart; and

VWHEREAS, The recipient of nunerous awards and accol ades, DWX was
nom nated for Gammy Awards in 2001 for Best Rap Sol o Performance
("Party Up") and Best Rap Al bum ("...And Then There Was X"); he earned
anot her Grammy nom nation the followi ng year for his single "Who W Be,"
and he won the Anerican Miusic Awards' Favorite Rap/H p-Hop Artists Award
two years in a row, in 2000 and 2001; and

WHEREAS, Even after achieving world-renowned success, DMX never
forgot where he cane from he donated immeasurable funds to the
Nepperhan Conmunity Center in Yonkers to support its prograns and
basketbal | tournanments, as well as Platinum CD s to inspire |ocal youth;
he al so perfornmed at Wodstock 99 and the Wstchester County Center's
first concert in 2006 al ongside Swi zz Beatz and the Lox; and

VWHEREAS, A man of colossal talent, DMX was a brilliant artist and an
inspiration to mllions around the world; his nmessage of triunph over
struggle, his search for the Iight out of darkness, and his pursuit of
truth and grace brought us all closer to our own humanity; and



VWHEREAS, DMX was nothing less than a giant; his dedication to his
musi ¢ | eaves an indelible | egacy of inspiration which will long endure
the passage of time and wll remain as a conforting nenory to his
famly, friends and countless fans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the wuntinely death of DWMX, |egendary New York rap icon, and to
express its deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam |y of DWMX



